Budc dau tra lai danh du cho Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Sang sém ngay 9 thang Tu, gan 200 ngudi, trang phuc chinh t&, tu tap tai phong hop
I&n clia Cau Lac BO Hai Quan Hoa Ky, toa lac trén dudng 17th Street Northwest, ngay
trung tam tha do.

Ho la nhitng nguGi My goc Viét, sir gia, hoc gid, chinh tri gia, gido su cac trudng quan
su, cuu quan nhan va si quan cac cap, cuu dai su, c6 van, clua hai quéc gia Hoa Ky, va
Viét Nam trudc day (VNCH).

Ho dén tir nhiéu nai, tir California, Canada, Florida, Texas... d& tham du cudc hdi thao cd
tén: “Viét Nam, 35 Nam Nhin Lai” (“Vietnam — a 35 Year Retrospective Conference”).

Toan canh budi hdi thao Viét Nam-35 Nam Nhin Lai. (Hinh: Ha
Giang)

Ho dén dé cling nghe, cling tim hiéu va cing ndi Ién su

| that vé “Chién Tranh Viét Nam,” cu6c chién da gay khong
biét bao nhiéu tranh cai, va ngd nhan trong suét 35 ndm
qua.

Nhirng ngd nhan va nhirng su that vé cudc chién nay la gi?
Ly do nao thuc su khién Viét Nam Cong Hoa va dong minh
Hoa Ky thua tran?

M& dau budi hdi thdo, cuu dai s Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky, 6ng BUi Diém, ndi: “Ngudi thdng tran cé
quyeén viét lich str theo y ho, nhung qua mot thdi gian that 1au, thi lich st that sy sé dugc phai bay.”

“Thdi gian that 1au,” 1a bao 1au? Ba mudci Idm ndm cé thé dugc xem la “du 1au?”

Cuu Pai S Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky trong cubc hoi
thao Viét Nam - 35 Nam Nhin Lai:

"Nguoi thang trén co quyén viét lich su’ theo y ho, nhung
qua mot thoi gian that 1du, thi lich su’ that su sé duoc phoi
b é‘y ”

(Hinh: Ha Giang)

Tién si Stephen Randolph, cuu dai td khong quan Hoa Ky,
hién la pho khoa cua Pai Hoc Khong Quan Qudc Gia, tac
gia cudn sach co tén: “Powerful and Brutal Weapons:
Nixon, Kissinger, and the Easter Offensive,” do Havard University Press xudt ban, ca quyét: “Nam
1972, trong mét cudc gdp gd tai Toa Bach Oc, Henry Kissinger béo cho t&ng théngNixonbiét 1a tinh
bdo Hoa Ky kham phé rét nhiéu xe van tai chira vii khi t6i tan tai mién Béc Viét Nam, tiéu hdy nhitng
chiéc van tai nay la viéc rat de, nhung néu chdm tré dé cho chi mét chiéc xe van tai nay lot vao Viét
Nam thoi, thi Nam Viét Nam sé khon don.”




Cling theo 15i tién si Stephen Randolph, thi Henry Kissinger ndi réng téng théng Nixonlic d6 “bén
khodn, di ra di vao m&i” ma khong quyét dinh dudc, ly do la vi Hoa Ky sdp hdi thao vdi Bac Kinh
trong vong muGi ngay nira.

Cudi cling, T6ng Thdng Nixon quyét dinh lIam Ig vdi tin tinh béo nay.

“T6ng théng (Nixon) s¢ 1a pha huy vii khi ciia Béc Viét sé anh hudng khdng tét dén tuong quan Vi
Béc Kinh.”

Tién si Stephen Randolph két luan, rang Viét Nam va Hoa Ky thua cudc “la vi ly do chinh sach,” va vi
Hoa Ky lic do “has bigger fish to fry” (dang cau con ca I6n hon).

Ngam ngui, 6ng noi: “Pay la nhan thlc ma t6i biét rang sé am anh t6i cho dén sudt cubc dai.”
Ngoai mot vai tiéng thd dai, ca phong hop dudng nhu yén lang sau I8i tam su’ cla ong.

Cudc hoi thao hoan toan béng Anh ngif cling da dan clr toa di ngudc thsi gian, chitng kién nhitng
trdn danh quan trong clia chién tranh Viét Nam, qua I&i k& cla nhiing nhan chirng séng, cling nhu
nhifng tai liéu tham khao, trong cuc tham sat Tét Mau Than, trén chién An LOc, ky cong tai chiém
cd thanh Quang Tri.

B&ng giong k& vira linh hoat vira dy xtc cdm, Trung Ta (lieutenant colonel) biét cach du Nguyén
Van Lan, lanh dao cla Lién Doan 81 Biét Cach DU vé Ién mot cach sdng dong tran chién An LOc, ma
tién si Jim Willbanks cho la “tran danh quan trong nhat trong chién tranh Viét Nam.”

“Thai diém 1972, Bac Viét rét tin I ho s& chiém dugc mién Nam, vi chinh sach “Viét Nam Hda” chién
tranh clia Hoa Ky d& cho Bac Viét nhiéu Igi thé€, ca vé quan su' lan chinh tri.”

“Binh si Viét Nam Cong Hoa da phai dan phudng chong cu’ véi mot dao quan dong gap bdi, va hoa
luc ngay cang hung hau va t6i tan do Nga va Tau cung cap.”

Trung T4 Nguyén Van Lan noi.
“Thé& nhung, 16ng qua cdm cta quan ddi VNCH da khién ching ta day lui dugc quan Bac Viét, du
phai chiu thiét hai ndng né.”

Chi [én t&m hinh mot nghia trang ngut ngan thap tu gid, Trung T& Nguyén Van Lan chia sé: “Khdng
gi dau long haon canh nhin cac binh si ca minh tim cach chon cat dong doi, trong khi chinh ban than
ho cling dang can ké cdi chét.”

R6i 6ng doc mot cau thd do mét phu nif trong vung lam tang cac chi€n si béd minh vi thugng cam
trudc hoan canh bi dat cua ho:

“An LOc dia s(r ghi chién tich
Biét Kich Du... vi qudc vong than...”

CUr toa xuc ddng khi dng nghen 15i, run giong, khéng doc rd ndi bdn chif “Vi Qudc Vong Than.”

“Pa dén lac phai tra lai su that cho lich sr. Chung ta phai cho cac thé hé con chau biét la cha ong
chiing da anh diing hy sinh dé& bao vé dat nudc, dé ho khdng bao gi& phai hoi tai sao ching ta da
thua trén. Ching ta khdng thé dé cho nhitng ngudi d& nam xudng phai tdrc tudi.”

Ong két luan: “Néu Idbng qua cam, y chi bao vé bd cdi dén giot mau cudi cling, va su’ hy sinh anh
diing clia quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa, bén canh d6ng minh Hoa Ky dudc lam sang to, thi mat khac,
ctr toa cling dudc cac dién gia cho thay rd quyét tam ti€n chi€m Mién Nam clia quan doi mién Bac,



bén canh su hd trg ngdy cang cao clia hai nudc Nga SO va Trung Qudc.”

Gido su’ kiém hoc gia Nguyén Ngoc Bich trinh bay cudc tham sat, rang Bac Viét “chdi bo cdo budc 13
chinh ho ra |énh cho cudc tdng tan céng va tham sat,” va “dd tdi cho nhitng hanh ddng riéng & cla
cap dudi.” Ong ciing ndi dén vai tro cta gidi truyén thong trong viéc tao nén nhitng ngd nhan vé
cudc chién, qua bién ¢4 Mau Than, “cubi cung dan dén quyét dinh bd radi Viét Nam cua Téng Théng
Nixon."”

Trong mét budi hdi thao cd mét cla biét bao nhan véat cé tdm ¢ clia cd hai chinh quyén, su c6 mat
va phan trinh bay cua th(r truéng John Negroponte dugc nhiéu ngudi chd y nhat, va 6ng cling la
ngudi dugc nhiéu ngudi va cac cd quan truyén thong dat cau hoi “héc bua” nhat. Tra I8i cau hoéi cua
phdng vién nhat bdo Ngudi Viét, rdng 6ng nghi gi vé& nhan dinh cho rang viéc My bo roi dong minh
da dan dén viéc thua tran cla ho va mién Nam Viét Nam, éng tra IGi: “Hoa Ky da ho trg Viét Nam tur
nam 1950 cho dén ndm 1975, khi d& ho trg nhau mét thdi gian dai nhu thé thi khdng thé goi 1a bod
rdi dugc. Chi I3 vén dé Iic d6 Tong Thong Johnson d& qua kiét stic, khdng “deal” ndi véi cude chién
dd nira.” “Nén nhd la sau do6 Johnson quyét dinh khong tai (rng cir nira. Ong da qua mét mai!”

Cudc hoi thao cd su’ gop mat cia mot danh sach huing hau nhiéu dién gid cé tam véc, va cac nhan
chirng song clia cudc chién nhu: S Gia Dale Andrade (Trung Tam Lich S Quan D06i Hoa Ky, ngudi
da viét ba cudn sach vé cudc chién Viét Nam: “Ashes to Ashes: The Phoenix Program and the
Vietnam War”, “Spies and Commandos: How America Lost the Secret War in North Vietham”, and
“America’s Last Vietname Battle: Halting Hanoi’s 1972 Easter Offensive”), Tién si John Carland (Trung
Tam Lich S Quan Doi Hoa Ky, va la mét chuyén gia nghién cru vé chién tranh Viét Nam), 6ng
Hoang Burc Nha (cuu BO trudng bo Théng Tin VNCH), Dai Ta Canh Sat Tran Minh Cong, bai Ta
Hoang Ngoc Lung...

Nhiéu ngudi tham du ra vé trong tiéc ré, vi khé cd thé tdm tat qua nhiéu su’ kién quan trong clia mét
cudc chién da lam thay d6i ban cd thé gidi trong vong mét ngay, nhung ai cling déng y, day la budc
dau trong viéc tra su that cho lich str, va danh du cho quan déi Viét Nam Cong Hoa va dong minh,
cling nhu ghi an nhitng ngudi da ndm xudng.

Ha Giang/Ngugi Viét (tir Washington D.C. )



