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Trong may ngay gan day, cong dong mang Viét Nam chirng kién mét trong nhirng bién cb ‘mang tinh sang tao,
nhiéu &n du va gay can nhét lich st mang. D6 1a sy ra d&i clia Phong Trao Chung T6i Mudn Biét dwdi sw diéu
hwéng clia Mang Lwéi Bloggers Viet Nam (MLBVN), mot té chirc x& hodi dan sw do ca nhan cac cong dan va
doc lap dbi voi hé théng théng tin do nha nwéce tai tro va do dang Céng San Viét Nam (CSVN) tuyét dbi kiém
soat .

Thong diép don gian va thdng minh clia phong trao da lan tran nhw Itra chay rirng hoang. Thong diép nay nhw
sau:
Chung t6i, nhan dan muén chinh quyén (ttvc CSVN) théng tin cho chuing téi biét nhirtng quyét dinh anh
hwéng dén québc gia, nhat 1a ndi dung clia thda hiép riéng gira cac ddng CSVN va CSTQ tai Hoi Nghi
Lién Dang Thanh D6 nam 1990. Tai hdi nghi 6 nhuc nay, c6 Téng Bi Thu Nguyén Van Linh, Nguyén
Tha Twéng D6 Mwdi va Cd Van Ban Chap Hanh Trung Wong Pham Van Déng dai dién cho CSVN.
Nguyén Tdng Bi Thw Giang Trach Dan va nguyén Thi Twéng Ly Bang dai dién CSTQ.

Quang dai quan chung tai Viét Nam biét r&ng, trong hdi nghi nay, v&i sw sup db cua Lién Bang S6 Viét
va toan khéi cong san Bong Au, CSVN da ban nwoc Vit Nam cho Trung Quéc, hau mua chudc si
ing hd ctia Trung Québc dé tlep tuc nam quyen Iwc tai Viét Nam. Tam murc cla tac dong ban nwéc nay
c6 thé tr nhwong cac vung dat va bién dén sy sat nhap lau dai quéc gia Viét Nam vao Trung Quéc,
nhw la mét tinh hodc vung tv tri, ngang hang v&i Tay Tang hoac Noi Méng.

CSVN dau kin nhw bung néi dung clia hoi nghi nay, khéng cho quan ching biét. Duwéi ché do luat 1é
khat khe vé& bi mat nha nwéc va céng an tri, moi doi lap déu bj dap tat khong thwong tiéc. Bay gio,
nhirng céng dan con quan tam dén van ménh québc gia déu biét rang, sau Hoi Nghj Thanh D6, CSVN,
qua Quéc Hoi bu nhin, da ra sac luat hoac déng y nhwong mét phan Thac Ban Gibde, Ai Nam Quan va
hang chuc ngan cay sé vudng Vinh Bac Viét cho Trung Québc. Thém vao do, cac phan &ng yéu 6t va
budn cwdi ctia CSVN trwédc sy hung hdng ctia Trung Quéc tai Bién Dong va thém luc dia Viét Nam la
nhirng chi d&n cho thay ban chat phan quédc cla tac dong ban nwéc nay.

Tai sao Phong Trao Ching Tdi Mudn Biét c6 thé di thang vao tim éc cua ngwoi dan Viét?

Ly do c6 thé mot phan phat xuét ttr mang lwdi toan cau. That vay, trong vong hai thap nién, mang luéi nay da
dem lai réat nhiéu hiéu biét va quyén lwc cho ngwoi dan. Ngwoi dan mudn biét b&i vi ho 'y thirc rang, chi can
nhw 1a nhan dan, 1a ho da sinh ra va dwoc ban bd cho quyén duoc biét. Ho ciing biét rang quyén duoc biét
nay da dwoc khéc ghi trong hién phap ctia moi quoc gia dan cha trén thé gioi, tw nhiéu thé ky, trén ca hai binh
dién phap ly lan dinh che va nhén dan cua cac quoc gia nay da hwéng thu quyén nay mot cach tron ven.
C6 |8 biéu dat tét nhat vé sy quan trong cla quyén nguo’l dan duoc biét dwoc tim thay trong doan van trich
dan sau day tr James Madison, vi Téng Théng th& Tw cla Hoa Ky:
“Mot chinh quyén cdia nhan dan ma khéng cé théng tin cho nhan dan, hodc phuong tién hau nhan dan
c6 théng tin, chi la nhap dé cho mét tan tudng déi gat hodc mét tham hoa hodc c6 thé cé hai. Sw hiéu
biét sé théng tri st ngu dét vinh vién: Va mét dan téc mubn lam chi van ménh cda minh, phéi trang bi
cho chinh minh quyén luc ma sw hiéu biét cé thé dem lai.” (Thw viét cho W.T. barry 1822)

Quyeén dwoc biét nay 1a mét thanh phan ciia mét y niém kép lam nén tang cho cac chinh quyén dan cha: minh
bach va trach nhiém. Trong khi minh bach trong chinh quyén tim dwoc cam (g Iap tlrc v&i quyén duoc biét
cua nhan dan, y niém nay sé khong thé bén virng trir phi chinh quyén phai chiu trach nhiém. C6 nghia la, triv
phi chinh quyen chiu trach nhiém trwdc mét co ché quyén lwc cao hon, cé thwe quyén dé gidi han nhing lam
dung c6 thé xay ra.

Tai Hoa Ky, dwdi hé théng chinh quyen theo tong thdng ché, khai niém phan quyén hang ngang cutia
Montesquieu dwoc ap dung. Tong thdng ndm quyén hanh phap, chiu trach nhiém khong nhirng vOi Qubc Hoi
(gilr quyen lap phap va trong quoc hoi co nhirng dan biéu va thuwong nghi sT cUa ca chinh quyén lan dbi lap
nhw 1& nhirtng thanh phan chinh dang) va Téi Cao Phap Vién (giir quyén tw phap ddc 1ap), ma con chiu trach



nhiém voi mot hé théng bao chi truyén thong tw nhan hiing manh va phén vinh, diéu huwong xa hoi dan sy va
thong tin tryc tiép véi nhan dan vé bat c&r hanh vi sai trai nao cda chinh quyén.

Tai cac quéc gia dan chd theo quéc hoi ché, nhw Vwong Quéc Anh hodc Uc Dai Loi, mac dau nguyén tac
phan quyén ctia Montesquieu khéng dwoc ap dung triét d&, nhwng nhivng nguyén tac chiu trach nhiém twong
tw cling hién hanh va sy hién hiru ctia mét phe dbi 1ap chinh thirc trong quéc hdi dién khuyét cho s thiéu
vang phan chia quyén lyc gitra hanh phap va lap phap.

Cau hoi la: tai sao quyén dworc biét ciia nhan dan la van deé tai Viet Nam?

Cau tra 161 ndm noi di sén xa hdi chu nghia cta dan toc. M6t cach phlén dién, hién phap 2013, trén binh dién
phap ly, aé cap dén nhung nguyén tac nén tang tim thdy trong nhirng nén dan chi chan chinh, nhw tam
quyen, quyéen bau cl, tw do kinh doanh va kinh té thi trwong. Tuy nhién do chila tro hé Iira gat. Hién phap nay
cting khac ghi nhivng khai niém triét tiéu nhirng nguyén tc dan chud cin ban doé. That vay, dleu 4 trao doc
quyén chinh tri cho dang CSVN, khai niém tap trung dan cht la ling cia Lenin budc moi co' ciu ha tang phai
phuc ting quyén lwc cla trung wong, Mat Tran Té Qudc chon (rng ¢t vién truédc khi bau clr dum cho dang
CSVN, doanh nghiép nha nwéc wu thdng doanh nghiép tw nhan va kinh té phai theo dinh huwéng xa hoi cha
nghia.

Néu chung ta suy tw thém vé cau trich dan clia James Madison, thi hinh nhw cau nay dwa dén két luan rang
quyen dugc biet clia nhan dan bien thién thuan chieu véi cac quyen ty do dan chd. Dan chu cang cao thi sy
hiéu biét cia ngwdi dan ve cac quyét dinh ctia chinh quyén cang réng mé.

Chinh vi thé, cau héi tiép theo la: phai lam gi dé dem lai dan chi cho Viét Nam?

Hau dé cho dan cha va di nhién quyén dwoc biét clla nhan dan dwoc hinh thanh, chung ta phai cé, khéng
nhirng sw cong nhan vé diéu kién trén phap ly nhirng nguyen tac dan chi, ma quan trong khong kém, nhirng
dinh ché dan cha phai dwoc hinh thanh. Dwéi sy cai tri clia CSVN, nhwng dinh ché nhw thé hoan toan bi cam
doan. Khéng co chinh dang dbi 1ap nao dé chat van cac quyét dinh ctia CSVN, dang va chinh quyén la mét,
khong c6 tw phap doc lap, khdng cé Gy ban bau cir doc 1ap va khéng cé bau clr doc lap.

Cac rng ctr vien dwoc Mat Tran Td Qudc chon trwdc, CSVN kiém soat ba nganh clia chinh quyén, moi co
quan truyén théng la cGa chinh quyén va do chinh quyén tai trg. Trong nhirng diéu kién nhw thé, thay vi minh
bach va co trach nhiém, nha nwdc Viét Nam m& duc va vo trach nhiém.

Dwa theo |&i ctia Lord Acton, quyén lwc lting doan va quyén luc tuyét doi ling doan tuyét déi. Dang CSVN thdi
nat tham nhiing tan rang. Toan dan déu biét ddng CSVN da ban chd quyén quoc gia cho dang CSTQ, hau
mua chudc quyén lyc chinh tri va ngan lwong cho I&anh dao dang. TAm mirc clia sw ban nwéc nay chac la vo
cung sau thdm va véi sw vwon |én cla thdi dai tin hoc, nhan dan mudn biét. Tuy nhién, sw hiéu biét nay chi
dén véi nhan dan qua xac chét clia ddng CSVN va hang ngii 1&nh dao cao nhét. Bay gid ho dang chién dau dé
bao vé sy sbéng con.

Thé ky 21 htra hen mot cudc chién hoanh trang gitra nhan dan Viét Nam va dang CSVN lién hé dén van nan
quyén hiéu biét thong tin clia nhan dan. Va khi ngudi dan thue sy biét, thi ddng CSVN da cao chung va chui
tudt vao thung rac cua lich s, noi theo tir cta chinh Viadimir llich Lenin vay.
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In the last few days, the online community of Vietnam has witnessed one of the most creative, intriguing and
exciting events in its history. That is the birth of the “We Want to Know” Movement led by members of the
Bloggers Network of Vietnam, a civil society organization founded by private citizens and independent of the
vast network of media outlets funded by the state and subject to the absolute control of the Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPV).

The simple and sensible message of this movement has spread like wild fire. Their message reads:

We, the people want the state (read CPV) to inform us of decisions affecting the nation, in particular, the
content of the private agreement between the CPV and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) at the Chengdu
inter-party Convention of 1990.

At this infamous convention, the CPV was represented by then General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh, Prime-
Minister Do Muoi and Adviser to the Central Committee Pham Van Dong. The CCP was represented by then
General Secretary Jiang Zemin and Premier Li Peng.

It is common knowledge in Vietnam that during this convention, in the wake of the fall of the Soviet Union and
the entire Communist Bloc of Eastern Europe, the CPV had sold out Vietnam to China, in order to curry
Chinese support for its continued hold on power in Vietnam.

The extent of such selling-out of the national interests could range from territorial and sea areas concessions to
the gradual absorption of Vietnam into China, as a province or autonomous region, on par with Tibet or Inner
Mongolia.

The CPV has kept jealously as a secret the content of that meeting from the public. Under its draconian state
secrecy laws and secret service rule, all oppositions are silenced without pity.

It is now clear to concerned citizens of Vietnam that subsequent to the Chengdu Convention, the CPV, through
its puppet Congress, had legislated or consented to cede part of Ban Gioc Fall, the Nam Quan Pass, tens of
thousands of square kilometres of the North Vietnam Bay to the Chinese. Furthermore, the feeble and laughable
reactions of the CPV to Chinese aggression in the South China Sea and Vietnamese continental shelf are
indicative of the treacherous nature of such national sell-out.

Why did the We Want To Know Movement strike such a cord in the minds and hearts of the Vietnamese
people? The reason could partly be attributed to the world wide web. Indeed, within a couple of decades, the
internet has brought untold knowledge and power to the people. They want to know because they are aware
that, simply as the people, they are born endowed with the right to know.

They also know that this right to know has been enshrined for centuries in the constitutions of all democratic
nations of the world, both at legal and institutional levels and the peoples of other nations have been enjoying
this right totally unfettered.

Perhaps the best illustration of the importance of the people’s right to know could be found in the following
quote by James Madison, the Fourth President of the USA:

“A popular Government without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce
or a Tragedy, or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: And a people who mean to be their
own Governors, must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.” (Letter to W.T. Barry 1822)

This right to know is part of a dual concept fundamental to all democratic government: transparency and
accountability. While transparency in government finds immediate resonance in the right of the people to
know, this concept will not be sustainable unless there is accountability in government.

That is unless government is responsible to a higher authority with real power to rein in its potential abuses.

In the USA, under the presidential system of governance, Montesquieu’s horizontal separation of powers is
applied. The president, wielding executive power, is accountable not only to Congress (which holds legislative
power and in which government and opposition representatives and senators are legitimately part of) and the
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Supreme Court (which holds independent judicial power), but also accountable to a vibrant, prosperous
privately owned media which leads civil society and reports directly to the people any government
misdemeanours.

In democratic nations under the parliamentary system of government, such as Great Britain and Australia,
although Montesquieu’s separation of powers is not strictly implemented, similar accountability practises are in
place and the existence of an official opposition in the parliament compensates for the lack of separation of
powers between the executive and legislative branches.

The question is: why this right to know by the people is at issue in Viethnam?

The answer lies in her socialist heritage.

Superficially, the 2013 constitution, at a legal level, made mention of fundamental principles found in all true
democracies such as the existence of three branches of government, the right to vote, free enterprise and market
economy. However, this is only a farce. This constitution also enshrines concepts that actively undermine these
fundamental democratic principles. Indeed, article 4 gives monopoly of political power to the Communist Party
of Vietnam (CPV), the bizarre Leninist concept of democratic centralism subjugates lower echelons of society
to central authority, the Fatherland pre-selects candidates for elections on behalf of the CPV, state enterprises
prevails over private enterprises and the economy must follow socialist orientations.

If we ponder further on the above quotation from James Madison, it appears to lead to the conclusion that the
people’s right to know varies in proportion with democratic freedoms. The more democracy, the more
knowledge for the people about government decisions.

The next question thus arises: what should be done to bring about democracy to Viethnam?

For a democracy and thus the people’s right to know to be established, there must be not only unfettered legal
recognition of democratic principles, but equally importantly, democratic institutions must also be created.
Under the CPV rule, these institutions are totally banned. There are no opposition political parties to question
any CPV decision, the party and government are identical, there is no independent judicial power, there is no
independent electoral commission and no free election. Candidates are pre-selected by the Fatherland Front, the
CPV controls all three branches of government, all media outlets belong to and are funded by the CPV
government. Under these conditions, instead of being transparent and accountable, the Vietnamese government
is opaque and unaccountable.

To paraphrase Lord Acton, power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. The CPV is corrupt to its
teeth. It is apparent to the people that the CPV has sold out Vietnamese sovereignty to the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) for political power and for cash to its leaders.

The extent of such sell-out is probably unfathomable and with the dawning of the information age, the people
want to know.

But this knowledge can come only over the dead body of the CPV and many of its prominent leaders. They are
now fighting for their survival.

The 21% century thus promises an epic battle between the Vietnamese people and the CPV, over the issue of the

people’s right to know. And when the people do know, the CPV will be a goner and relegated to the dustbin of
history, to paraphrase no other than Vladimir Ilich Lenin.



