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Triong Nhw Tang la mét trong nhiing nguoi thanh 1ap Mat tran Dan téc Giai phong
Mién Nam Viét Nam va la b¢ trudng tw phap trong Chinh phu Cach mang Lam thoi
Cdng hoa mién Nam Viét Nam.

Truong Nhir Tang

Théng 8/1978 vao cao diém gié mua & Bién Dong, mot chiéc ghe danh ca ro ri nwéc giat vao bd bién
Indonesia, 64 nguoi ty nan Viét Nam nguoi wot dam, doi va so hai lé 1t tién vao bo. Sw kién nay & ra hau
nhuw bi l&ng quén trong lich str dau khé ma thuyén nhan Viét Nam pha| chiu dwng, ngoai trte mot diéu, trong 64
ngwdi séng sét ay cé Trwong Nhw Tang, nha Ianh dao Mat tran gidi phong mién Nam cao cap nhét dao thoat
sang Phuong Tay.

Trong sudt sau thang ké tiép & trai ty nan trén dao Anambas, ly lich ciia 6ng Tang la ngwdi thanh 1ap Mat tran
Dan téc Giai phong Mién Nam Viét Nam va la bd trwdng tw phap trong Chinh pha Cach mang Lam thoi van
con [a mét bi mat ma chi vo 6ng biét, bi mat &y van con gidu kin ngay ca sau khi 6ng Tang dwoc phép dinh cw
& Phap, noi mét Uy ban nguwdi Viét lo nha cho 6ng & tai Poitiers va viéc lam céng nhan cho 6ng & nha may vé
xe Michelin. Mai cho dén thang 06/1980, 6ng Twong nhw Tang mai trat bd vé boc ngwdi ty nan binh thuwéong
va théng bao ly lich 6ng tai cuéc hop bao & Paris. Tw nhan minh “La ngwdi da danh tron cubc doi trirdng thanh
ctia minh cho st nghiép dat nuoc Viét Nam,” dng tuyén bd, “t6i phai néi cho quy vi biét rdng cong cudc gidi
phong & Viét Nam da bj phan bdi.”

Dé dao thoat 6ng Tang da phai trai qua bao giéng té ngoai bién khoi, tranh né céng an Viét Nam va tham chi
ca cudc tan cong cla hai tac. Trai qua tat ca nhivng kho khan nay, éng vAn mo vé ngay dng c6 thé cong khai
noi that ra nhirng diéu 6ng nghi & Paris, va kéu goi tat ca nhirng ngudi Viét Nam trong va ngoai nwéc hay
cung nhau dau tranh chéng lai ché dd maéil

Thtra nhan Lé Duén (téng bi thu Dang Céng san Viét Nam) va nhirng nguwdi khac trong gidi lanh dao Ha Noi
van kiém soét chat ché dat nwéc, 6ng Tang tom tat mot sb nhan td dang pha hoai sy én dinh cda chinh quyén
cta ho. Ong nhéc dén sy thiéu hut lwong thuc nghiém trong, dan ap chinh tri, ma 6ng néi “thdm chi con té
hon thoi ché dé Thiéu & Sai Gon,” thwong vong nang né trén chién trwdng & Cambodia, Lién X6 khéng cung
cép vién tro kinh té day di nhw da hira, va sw ran niet trong giéi 1anh dao cao cip ctia Dang Cong san Viét
Nam, dac biét vé chinh sach déi ngoai than Lién X6 va lap trwdng thu dich déi véi Trung Québc cla Viét Nam.

Trong anh sang & mo trong can nha h&u nhuw chang bay bién gi & Poitiers, ong co vé nhw chang mang dén
cai gia ma éng phai tra dé duoc noi thang cong khai. Khac voi da sb nhirtng nguoi ty nan Viét Nam tron thoat
khdi cdnh déi kém va dan ap séac toc dé co cudc sbéng tét hon & Phwong Tay, dng da déi ca cudc song V@i can
biét thir sang trong c6 ngu O glup viéc, xe hoi rleng, khau phan thit va duwéng cao h(yn binh thworng dé 14y sw
ton tai ngheo nan va b&p bénh ctia mét di dan & Phap. “Toi khdng thé im Idng mai,” dng -
néi vé ly do 6ng trén thoat. “Tdi khdng thé nao dimg nhin mét cach thu déng dé thay moi
thtr ma nhan dén téi da déu tranh sudt 20 ndm troi bj hdy diét.”

Cach day 20 ndm Trwong Nhw Tang da quay lwng lai véi nén gido duc Sai Gon giau ¢
va hoc van dai hoc & Paris ciia minh dé gia nhap Mat tran giai phong mién Nam. Ong la
mot trong 60 ngwdi Mién Nam tham gia thanh 1ap Mat tran Dan tdc Giai phong Mién Nam
Viét Nam vao nam 1960. Chéng l&du sau do 6ng bi béat, tu vi nhirng hoat dong cach
mang, 6ng thoat khéi tu t6i, c6 thé ca cai chét dwdi tay nha cdm quyén Sai Gon khi 6ng
dwoc trao ddi lay ba tu binh M§ vao ndm 1968, sau dé 6ng vao bung va bién mét theo
Viét céng.
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Khi chinh phi Cach manh 1am thdi Cong hoa mién Nam Viét Nam dwoc thanh Iap vao nam sau, 6ng Tang
dwoc bd nhiém lam b trwdng tw phap. Mac du cac biét kich cua déi tim-va-diét cua My va Viét Nam Cong
Hoa da vai lan dén gan cong sy trong rirng ctia 6ng Tang c& 100m, nhwng may man trong subt thei gian
chién tranh 6ng yén 6n tap trung thao ra nhirng ké hoach dé chuan bi cho bd tw phap hoat déng & Mién Nam
Viét Nam maéi sau chién thang ctia Chinh phti CAch mang Lam théi sau nay.

Chién thang dén, nhwng 6ng Tang khoéng bao gi¢» cé co hoi thwe hién nhirng ké hoach ctia minh. Khi dirng
duyét binh ttr 1& dai trong budi I& chao mirng chién thdng & thanh phé H& Chi Minh (Sai Gon cii) vao thang
05/1975, 6ng bi ct sbc I1&n dau tién, "L& co cda Mét trdn Dan téc Gidi phong Mién Nam va Chinh phd Lam thoi
khéng nhin thay déu ca". Khi dng héi twéng Van Tién Diing dang drng cung trén khan dai vé ly do tai sao chi
c6 c& Mién Bac Viét Nam tung bay, twéng nay da tra loi 6ng mot cach khinh thwong, “Quén déi da duoc théng
nhat.”

Giai doan ké tiép la giai doan v& mdng déi véi 6ng Tang: Khi dng cd géng tap hop ban chuyén gia phap ly cho
bd tw phap thi nhirng luat sw, ngudi ma cac can bo cong san khong thich déu da lang 18 bj dwa dén céc trai
“cai tao”. Nhirng nguoi dan thuong gap 6ng lién tuc d&t cau hoi véi 6ng, cau khan 6ng véi tw cach bd trwdng
tw phap, tim cach can thiép cho ban be va ngudi than cia ho dang bi tich thu tai san hay cho nhirng nguwoi bi
bat budc phai don Ién cac ving kinh té maéi. Ong Tang budn ba néi, “Téi chimg kién mét ché dé déc tai phat-
xit dang duoc xay dung Ién,” rdi 6ng tiép “va méc du téi da tranh céi, nhung téi chdng thé lam duoc gi. Cac
ménh |énh déu xuét phat tir Ha N6i, con quan doi va cong an mat ludn luén sén sang ung hé ho.”

Vao ndm 1976 Viét Nam dwoc théng nhat theo cach éng Tang mé ta la “bao luc va
trd tho.” H6 Chi Minh thwéng tuyén bd “khi théng nhat dén. qua trinh théng nhat nén
duoc thue hién chdm va theo tirng budc mét,” nhwng vao nam 1976, van dé théng
nh4t bj ap dat Ién Mién Nam, va ho khéng cé co hoi phan déi diéu ay.

“Lé Duén ra strc ciing c6 quyén luc nay rat nhanh chong,” 6ng Tang cho rang “Ong
Duén khéng thé nao dé Mién Nam phat trién thanh noi cudi cung cuong quyét phan
dbi cac chinh séach cda 6ng ta.”

Trong sb 24 thanh vién ctia Chinh phi LaAm théi vao thdi diém hiép dinh hoa binh
Paris dwoc ky vao nam 1973, chi cé ba thanh vién dwoc trao cho nhirng chirc vu
trong chinh pha théng nhat sau ndm 1976. Ong Tang néi ngoai trir mot vai nguoi
khac la cac vién chirc quan doi, con tat ca nhirng ngudi con lai cia Chinh phi Lam
thei Cong hoa mién Nam déu sbng trong canh hoan toan an dat va trong long ho rat
ghé t&m nhirng gi da dién ra.

Nham cé gang gilr Ong trong co céu, sau thong nhat gi&i 1anh dao Ha NGi ban cho 6ng chire vu nhé trong bé
lwong thuc. Ong ttr chéi, khéng mudn tiép tuc déng I6a v&i chinh quyén 6ng chéng déi, 6ng cting khdng
mudn bj giam sat thwéng xuyén & Ha Néi. Khi 6ng cudi cuing chap nhan céng viéc lam giam déc cong ty cao
su vao nam 1978, ly do dng lam thé la dé tao vé boc nham tb chirc ké hoach dao thoat khdi Viét nam.

Trong sau thang & trai ty nan éng c6 nhiéu théi gian suy nghi vé chuyén bién méat cta
chinh phd Lam théi ctia Mét tran Gidi phdng mién Nam. Gior day 6ng td céo gidi lanh
dao mién B4c hién nay da tir bd dinh huwéng vé thdng nhat dan téc va phi lién két quéc
té dwoc HO Chi Minh dé ra. T ngtr mi dan Mac-xit, éng néi, chi 1a ngén ngir ap burc
ma&i & Viét Nam. “O' Viét Nam hién nay khong cé chuyén chinh vo san,” ﬁng noéi. “Chi
c6 diéu ma chang t6i goi bang tiéng Viét Ia ‘gia dinh tri’ - tirc doc tai clia cAc dong ho.
Trong truomg hop nay dé la céc gia dinh cda Lé Duén va Lé Pic Tho (trudng ban té
chire Dang) kiém soat tat cd moi the.”

DPé chirng minh diéu nay, dng Tang ké ra danh sach gdm céc con trai, anh em, anh em
vo cla Lé Duén va Lé Birc Tho dang gilr nhirng chirc vu chd chét tir diing dau cong
an mat t¢i bi thw chinh dy lwc lwong khéng quan.

FIRMMARION



Sw tré tréu thay, dng Tang noi vé viéc thanh 1ap “mét mat tran chung cGa nhan dan Viét
Nam, Cambodia va Lao chdng lai nhitng ké ma 6ng goi la “ké thu chung” tirc gidi lanh
dao Ha N6i va nhirng ké Gng ho Lién X6 cha ho”. Ong chéc biét rang lich st lai bat dau
lai tlr d4u nhw ttr hdi nghi thwong dinh cta nhan dan Béng Duwong vao nam 1970, noi
cac nha lanh dao Mat tran Giai phong Dan toc Mién Nam Viét Nam, Mién Bac Viét Nam,
Cambodia, va Lao da gap nhau & Trung Québc dé thanh 1ap lién minh chung chéng lai
Hoa Ky va ché dd Viét nam Cong hoa.
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lam cach day 20 nam & Sai Gon — dat nén tang cho cudc cach mang Viét Nam!
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Bai Goc Tiéng Anh:

A revolutionary who fled the revolution
By Daniel Burstein, Special to The Christian Science Monitor, Daniel Burstein is a Chicago-based free-lance journalist, a founding
partner in Impact Features, an agency for free-lancers, and a former editor of The Call, a Marxist-Leninist weekly. August 28, 1980

Poitiers, France — At the height of the monsoon season in the South China Sea last August, a leaky boat
washed up on the Indonesian shore. Soaked, starved, and frightened, 64 Vietnamese refugees made their way
onto land.

The episode would be all but forgotten in the annals of suffering endured by the Vietnamese boat people, except
for one thing: Among the 64 survivors was Truong Nhu Tang, the highest-ranking Vietnamese revolutionary to
defect to the West.

Through the next six months at the Anambas Island refugee camp, Truong's identity as a founder of the
Vietnamese National Liberation Front (NLF) and former minister of justice in the Provisional Revolutionary
Government (PRG) would remain a secret shared only with his wife. It would stay a secret even after Truong
was allowed to settle in France, where a committee of Vietnamese residents arranged an apartment for him in
Poitiers and a job as a worker at the Michelin tire plant.

In June, however, Truong shed his disguise as an ordinary refugee and announced his identity to a Paris news
conference. "As one who has given my entire adult life to the cause of the Vietnamese nation," he proclaimed,
"I must tell you that the liberation in Vietnam has been betrayed."

Truong suffered through storms on the high seas, a run-in with Vietnamese security patrols, and even an attack
by pirates in order to make his escape. Through all these difficulties, he dreamed of the day he would be able to
speak his mind publicly in Paris, and call on all Vietnamese inside and outside the country to join together in a
fight against the new regime.

A few weeks ago, in his most extensive interview to date, Truong Nhu Tang told this reporter that organized
resistance is beginning to take shape inside Vietnam. It is not just the scattered resistance of old, right-wing,
pro-United States forces that has been going on since 1975. More significantly, Truong said, many of those
formerly identified with the "third force" and even dissident members of the Vietnamese Communist Party
(\VCP) are organizing themselves into pockets of resistance.

Acknowledging that Le Duan (secretary-general of the VCP) and the rest of the Hanoi leadership remain firmly
in control of the country, Truong outlined some of the factors that are undermining the stability of their
government. He cited severe food shortages, political repression, which he said was "even worse than in the
days of the Thieu regime in Saigon," heavy battlefield casualties in Cambodia, failure of the Soviet Union to
deliver fully on its promises of economic aid, and rifts inside the top VCP leadership, especially over Vietnam's
pro-Soviet foreign policy and its hostile position toward China.

"The people of Vietnam do not want to fight China,” Truong asserts. "No matter how many times Le Duan tells
the people that China is to blame for the country's economic problems, people see very clearly that the blame
must rest in Hanoi."

In the dim light of his barely furnished Poitiers apartment, he appeared unconcerned with the personal price he
has had to pay for the ability to speak out in public. Unlike the majority of Vietnamese refugees who flee



hunger and ethnic persecution for a better life in the West, he has exchanged the luxury of a villa with servants,
private car, and extra rations of meat and sugar in Vietnam for the poor and uncertain existence of an immigrant
worker in France.

"I could not remain silent,” he says of why he fled. "I could not watch passively and see everything my people
have fought 20 years for destroyed."

It was 20 years ago that Truong Nhu Tang turned his back on his well-to-do Saigon upbringing and his
University of Paris education to join the Vietnamese revolution. He was one of 60 South Vietnamese who took
part in the 1960 founding of the NLF.

Jailed shortly thereafter for his revolutionary activities, he escaped probable death at the hands of the Saigon
authorities when he was exchanged for three American POWSs in 1968. He then disappeared into the jungle
bases of the Viet Cong.

When the PRG was formed the next year, Truong was named as its minister of justice. Even though American
search-and-destroy teams often came within 100 meters of Truong's jungle redoubt, for the duration of the war
he concentrated on drawing up plans for how the Ministry of Justice would function in the new South Vietnam
after the PRG victory.

The victory came, but Truong never got the chance to put his plans into action. Reviewing the troops from the
rostrum during the victory celebration in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) in May 1975, he received his first
big shock: The flags of the NLF and PRG were nowhere to be seen. When he questioned Gen. Van Tien Dung
(today Vietnam's defense minister) about why only the North Vietnamese flag was flying, the general told him
contemptuously, "The Army has already been unified."

The next period was a frustrating one for Truong. He attempted to assemble a staff of legal experts for the
Ministry of Justice, but those who were not to the liking of VCP cadres were quietly removed to "re-education™
camps. People in the streets would demand to know what he, as justice minister, was doing about their friends
and relatives whose property was being seized or who were being forced to move to the new economic zones.
"l was watching a fascist dictatorship under construction,” Truong says ruefully, "and although I argued, there
was nothing | could do about it. The orders came form Hanoi, and the Army and secret police were there to
back them up."

In 1976, Vietnam was reunified in what he describes as a "violent and vengeful manner.” Ho Chi Minh had
often stated that the reunification process, when it came, should be slow and step by step. But in 1976, the issue
of unity was forced on the South, with no chance to oppose it.

"Le Duan was trying to consolidate this power very quickly,” Truong believes. "He could not afford to let the
South develop as a bastion of opposition to his policies."”

Of 24 members in the PRG government at the time the Paris peace accords were signed in 1973, only three
were given positions in the unified government after 1976. Truong says that aside from a few others who were
Army officials, the rest of the old PRG lives in total obscurity and great private disgust at what has happened.
In an attempt to keep him in the fold, the Hanoi leadership offered Truong a minor post in the Food Ministery
after reunification. He refused, wishing neither to continue in complicity with a government he opposed, nor to
be under its constant scrutiny in Hanoi. When he finally did accept a job in 1978 as director of a rubber
company, his reason for doing so was only to acquire a cover under which to organize his escape plans.

During the six months he spent in the refugee camp, he had a lot of time to think about what went wrong with
the Vietnamese revolution. He now accuses the current leadership of having abandoned the orientation toward
national unity and international nonalignment established by Ho Chi Minh. Marxist rhetoric, he says, is simply
the new language of oppression in Vietnam.

"There is no dictatorship of the proletariat in Vietnam," he says. "There is only what we call in Vietnamese 'gia
ding tri' -- dictatorship of the clans. In this case it is the families of Le Duan and Le Duc Tho [chief of the VCP's
organizational department] who control everything."

To bolster this claim, Truong ticks off a list of sons, brothers, and brothers-in-law of Le Duan and Le Duc Tho
who hold key posts ranging from head of the secret police to secretary of the Air Force.

Neither his impeccable French nor his soft-spoken manner can conceal the bitterness in his voice when Truong
speaks. But despite his experiences, his ideals remain intact. He will not give up his dream of a just and
democratic society in Vietnam.



Although he had first planned to take political activity slowly while he adjusted himself to life in France, he
now finds himself constantly traveling to Paris to take part in efforts to solidify a Vietnamese resistance
movement and to form a bridge with Laotian and Cambodian resistance forces. He has been in contact with an
old high school classmate -- Prince Norodom Sihanouk, the former Cambodian head of state -- and the two men
have exchanged pledges of solidarity.

The irony is not lost on Truong when he talks about forming a new common front of the Vietnamese,
Cambodian, and Laotian peoples against what he calls the "common enemy": the Hanoi leaders and their Soviet
backers. He is aware that what he is proposing represents coming full circle from the 1970 Indochinese People's
Summit, where the NLF, North Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Laotian leaders met in China to make a common
alliance against the US and the Saigon regime.

On the foreign soil of France, Truong Nhu Tang is starting over again, doing what he did 20 years ago in Saigon
-- laying the groundwork for a Vietnamese revolution



