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Ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, chién tranh Viét Nam da két thac bang lwc lwgng Cong san chiém gitr Sai Gon va
s dau hang cda twéng Duwong Van Minh va ndi cac ctia dng 4y trong Dinh Téng théng. Khi ddi quan cua
Quan doi Nhan dan Viét Nam tién vao Sai Gon, cac nhan vién Hoa Ky va linh thiy quan luc chién My cubi
cung da voi va so tan tir ndc tda nha Pai Sr quan My. Hai mwoi ndm sau, mot cau héi co ban van chwa co 16
gidi dap: Ai da thang trong cudc chién tranh Viét Nam?

Viét Nam chwa bao gi& nhan dwoc khoan tién bdi thwéng nao cho chién tranh tr My vé cac tdn that nhan
mang rat I&n va sw tan pha [cla chién tranh], nhuwng mét théa thuan da dat dwoc & Paris vao ndam 1993, yéu
cau Ha No&i nhan cac khoan no ctia chinh quyén Sai Gon, mét chinh quyén khéng con tén tai niva ctia Twéng
Thiéu. Ban thoa thuan nay cé nhiéu ché twong dwong véi viéc bat budc Viét Nam bdi thwdng cho Washington
cac phi tén chién tranh. Ngoai ra, viéc ap dung sau rdng cai cach kinh té vi mé dwdi sw giam sét clia cac dinh
ché Bretton Woods ciing la mét diéu kién cho viéc d& bé 1énh cAm van ctia My. Nhirng cai cach thj trwong tw
do nay hién da dinh doat hoc thuyét chinh thirc ctia Dang Cong san. Qua viéc binh thuwérng hda quan hé ngoai
giao vé&i Washington vao ndm 1994, viét nhac dén vai tro tan bao cia My trong chién tranh dang ngay cang
dwoc xem nhw khéng dung ltic va khéng thich hop. Khdéng ngac nhién, Ha Néi da quyét dinh diu giong trong 1&
ky niém Sai Gon dau hang dé khong phai xtic pham dén ké thu trong chién tranh trwdc day cta ho. Lanh dao
DPang Cong san gan day da nhan manh "vai tro lich si" ctia Hoa Ky trong viéc "giai phong" Viét Nam t&r ché do
Vichy (Phap) va sw chiém déng ctia Nhat Ban subt D& Nhj Thé chién.

Vao ngay 2 thang 9 nam 1945, trong ban Tuyén ngén Déc 1ap tai Quang trwdng Ba Dinh, Ha Néi tuyén b
thanh 1ap nwéc Viét Nam Dan chi Cong hoa, cac ddc vu My ctia Cuc Tinh béo Chién lwvgc (OSS: tién than
cta CIA ngay nay) da cé mat bén canh H6 Chi Minh. Trong khi Washington da cung cap vii khi va hé tro tai
chinh cho phong trao khang chién Viét Minh, chién lwogc nay phan I&n dwoc thiét ké dé lam suy yéu Nhat Ban
trong giai doan cudi ctia D& Nhj Thé chién, ma khéng c6 cam két givi lwc lwong bd binh My téi véi sb lwong
I&n. Nguwore lai véi bau khong khi diu giong va han ché trong ky niém danh dau chién tranh Viét Nam két thac,
I& ky niém 50 nam ngay déc lap dwoc clir hanh long trong, véi mét loat cac nghi 1& va cac hoat déng chinh
thirc bat dau tir thang 9 va kéo dai dén Tét am lich.

Viét Nam boi thwerng chién tranh

Trwdc khi "binh thwdng héa" quan hé véi Washington, Ha N6i da bi budc phal tra cac khoan no xau phat sinh
cla ché do Sai Gon do My hau thuan. Tai hgi nghi cac nha tai trg td chirc & Paris hoi thang 11 nam 1993, cac
khoan vay va sb tién vién tro tdng cong gan 2 ty My kim da dwoc cam két dé hé tro cho cai cach thj truo’ng tw
do & Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, ngay sau khi héi nghi, mét cudc hop bi mat da dwoc t6 chirc dwéi sy bao tro clia
Cau lac bo Paris (Paris Club). Tai cudc hop nay, c6 sy gép mat ctia dai dién cac chinh phi phwong Tay. Vé
phia Viét Nam, TS Nguy&n Xuan Oanh, c6 van kinh t& cho Thi twéng, da déng vai trd quan trong trong cac
cudc dam phan. Tién si Oanh, mét cwu quan chirc ctia Quy Tién té Quéc té (IMF), da gilr chirc BO trudng B
Tai chinh va sau d6 1a Quyén Tha twéng trong chinh quyén quan sy cla Twéng Dwong Van Minh, ma My dwa
vao héi nam 1963 sau vu am sat Téng Théng Ngd Dinh Diém va em trai. Tién si Oanh, trong khi gitr vai tro
trung gian, chinh thirc thay mat chinh quy&n céng san, du sao cling da dap &ng dwoc nhu cau cla cac chi no
phwong Tay.

Cac théa thuan da dwoc ky két véi IMF (da dwoc cong bd) phan Ién chi la twong trung. S6 lwong khdng dang
ké&: Ha Noi budc phai trd cho IMF 140 triéu d6 (thudc sé hivu cha chinh quyén Sai Gon) nhw mét diéu kién dé
ndi lai cAc khoan vay méi. Nhat Ban va Phép, nhirng chd nhan thuéc dia cii cia Viét Nam giai doan Vichy,
hinh thanh cai goi la "Nhirng ngudi ban ctia Viét Nam" dé cho Ha Noi vay sb tién can thiét dé hoan tra cho
IMF. Tuy nhién, sy sap xep gia han cac khoan ng song phwong (cua ché dd Sai Gon) khdng bao gio dworc tiét
16. Nhwng cudi cung thi théa thuan bi mat nay (dat duwgc dudi sw bao tro cia Cau lac bo Paris) la cong cu
quyét dinh dé  Washington d& bo 1énh cam van va binh thuéng hoa cac quan hé ngoai giao. Viéc sap xép nay
clng la yeu to quyet dinh trong viéc thao khoan cac khoan vay da dwgc cam két tai hodi nghi cac nha tai tro
nam 1993, do do Viét Nam bj dat dwdi sy Uy thac ctia cac chi ng Nhat Ban va phwong Tay. Nhw vay, chi 20
nam sau chién tranh, Viét Nam da dau hang vé mat kinh té.



Bang cach cdng nhan hoan toan tinh hop phap ctia cac khoan no, Ha Noi da dbng y hoan tra cac khoan vay
da hé tro né lwc chién tranh cla My. Hon niva, chinh pha cta éng V& Van Kiét cling da chap nhan thyc hién
day du cac diéu kién théng thuong (gidm gia, tw do héa thwong mai, tw nhan héa, v.v...) cia mét chwong
trinh diéu chinh co cu do IMF tai tro. Nhivng cai cach kinh t& nay ra mét vao gitra thap nién 1980 véi cac dinh
ché Bretton Woods, trong hau qua chién tranh tan khéc, da khéi dau mot giai doan maéi vé sw tan pha kinh té
va x& hoi: lam phat da dan dén pha gia lién tuc, bat dau tr nam 1973 dwdi ché dd Sai Gon, ndm theo sau sy
rut lui cta quéan déi Hoa Ky. Ngay nay, mot lan nira Viét Nam tran ngap cac ghi chu bang do la My, da thay thé
phan I&n tién ddng Viét Nam. Véi gia ca tang cao, thu nhap thwc té da gidm xudng téi mirc thap nhét.

Lan lwot nhitng cai cach da o at giam néng lyc san xuét. Hon 5.000 trong s6 12.300 doanh nghiép nha nwéc
da bj dong ctra hodc dwoc chi dao pha san. Cac hop tac xa tin dung da bi loai bd, tt ca cac khoan tin dung
dai han va trung han cho nganh cong nghiép va ndng nghiép da bi dong bang. Chi tin dung ngan han la co
sén, voi i suat 35%/ nam (nam 1994). Ngoai ra, théa thuan IMF d& cam nha nwdc cung cap hd tro ngan
sach, hodc cho nén kinh t& nha nwéc hodc cho mét khu vwe tw nhan méi chém né. Chwong trinh nghj sw vé
nhirng cai cach da bj che gidu nay bao gébm nén tang cong nghiép méat 6n dinh & Viét Nam. Cac nganh san
xuét céng nghiép nang, dau khi, tai nguyén thién nhién va khai thac khoang san, xi mang, sat thép sé duoc to
chtre lai va dwoc thye hién dwa trén s6 von nwdc ngoai. Tai san nha nwoc c6 gia tri nhat sé duoc chuyen giao
dé cuing cé va duy tri co s& céng nghiép, hodc dé phat trién mot nén kinh té tw ban chd nghia thudc sé hivu va
kiém soat b&i dan ching.

Trong qua trinh tai co cau kinh té, hon moét triéu cong nhan va hon 20.000 céng nhan vién chirc (trong d6 da
sO la nhéan viény te va gido vién) da bj sa thai. Lan lwot, nan déi dia phuo’ng da nd ra, anh hwdng dén it nhat
mot phan tw dan sé ca nwéc. Nhivng sw doi khat nay khong gi¢i han & céac khu vue thiéu lwong thwe. O Bdng
bang Séng Clru Long, vwa lGa cta Viét Nam, 25% sb dan trwéng thanh tiéu thu chwa téi 1.800 calories méi
ngay. O cac thanh phd, sw mét gia cla tién ddng cling v&i viéc loai bé tro cAp va kiém soét gia ca da dan dén
gia gao va cac nhu yéu pham khéc tang vot. Nhirng cai cach nay da dan dén viéc cat gidm manh mé cac
chuong trinh x& hoi. Voi viéc ap dung hoc phi, ba phan tw trong s6 mét triéu tré em bo hoc khoi hé théng
treong cong trong vai nam (tir 1987-1990). Cac tram y té va bénh vién sup dd, sw hdi sinh cia mét sé bénh
truyen nhiém nhw sbt rét, lao ph0| va tiéu chay dwoc Bo Y té va cac nha tai tro nhan ra. Mot nghién ctru clia
T& chire Y té Thé gidi xac nhan rang, s ngucyl tlr vong do bénh sbt rét ting gap ba lan trong bédn nam dau
cua thoi ky cai cach, cung voi sy suy sup cua viéc cham sdc stre khoe va gia ca cac loai thuéc chdng sbt rét
tang vot. Chinh phu (dwi sy hwdng dan cua cac nha tai tro qudc té) cling da ngung hd tror ngan sach dé
cung cép céc thiét bj y té va bao tri d&n dén tinh trang té liét toan bd hé thdng y té cong cong. Tién lwong that
sy cta nhan vién y té va diéu kién lam viéc da giam dang ké: tién lwong hang thang cua cac bac si'y té tai mot
bénh vién huyén thap t&i mac $15 mét thang.

Mé&c du My da bi danh bai trén chién trwéng, nhwng hai thap nién sau dé Viét Nam dwérng nhw da dau hang ké
thu chién tranh trwdc day ctia minh vé mat kinh té. Khéng c6 nhirng qué bom vién bang thép hay mau cam,
khong c6 bom napalm, khéng c6 héa chat doc hai: mét giai doan méi clia sy hay diét kinh té va x& hoi da dién
ra. Nhirng thanh tyu cta cugc d4u tranh trong qua kht va nguyén vong ctia mot quoc gia toan ven chwa hoan
thanh va da bi x6a gan nhw v&i mot nét bat (chi ky). Diéu kién no va diéu chinh co cu dwéi sw Gy thac cla
cac chi no qudc té tao ra do hau qua cta chién tranh Viét Nam, mét cdng cu thudc dia bat bao ddng chinh
thirc va hiéu qua nhw nhau va sy ban cung héa anh huéng dén sinh ké cta hang triéu ngudi.

Téc gia: Michel Chossudovsky la gido sw kinh té tai Pai hoc Ottawa va la Giam déc Trung tam Nghién ctu
Toan cau hoa.

Bai viét trén da dwoc viét nam 1995, dau tién dwoc dang tai vao ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1995, trong bdi canh ky
niém 20 nam “Giai phong Sai Gon”.

Mét bai phan tich sau hon dwa trén nhirng nghién ctru thye té dwoc tién hanh & Viét Nam, tap trung vao
nhirng cai cach tan tw do ctia Ha Néi, sau d6 da duwoc dang trong cudn sach ctia Michel Chossudovsky, The
Globalization of Poverty, &n ban dau tién nam 1997, 4n ban th& hai vao nam 2003.



Who won the Vietham War?
By Michel Chossudovsky

On April 30, 1975, the Vietham War ended with the capture of Saigon by Communist forces and the surrender
of General Duong Vanh Minh and his cabinet in the Presidential palace. As troops of the People's Army of
Vietnam marched into Saigon, U.S. personnel and the last American marines were hastily evacuated from the
roof of the U.S. embassy. Twenty years later a fundamental question still remains unanswered: Who won the
Vietham War?

Vietnam never received war reparations payments from the U.S. for the massive loss of life and destruction,
yet an agreement reached in Paris in 1993 required Hanoi to recognize the debts of the defunct Saigon regime
of General Thai. This agreement is in many regards tantamount to obliging Vietnam to compensate
Washington for the costs of war.

Moreover, the adoption of sweeping macro-economic reforms under the supervision of the Bretton Woods
institutions was also a condition for the lifting of the U.S. embargo. These free market reforms now constitute
the Communist Party's official doctrine. With the normalization of diplomatic relations with Washington in 1994,
reference to America's brutal role in the war is increasingly considered untimely and improper. Not surprisingly,
Hanoi had decided to tone down the commemoration of the Saigon surrender so as not to offend its former
wartime enemy. The Communist Party leadership has recently underscored the "historic role" of the United
States in "liberating" Vietnam from Vichy regime and Japanese occupation during World War Il. On September
2, 1945 at the Declaration of Independence of Ba Dinh Square in Hanoi proclaiming the founding of the
Democratic Republic of Vietham, American agents of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS, the predecessor of
today's CIA) were present at the side of Ho Chi Minh. While Washington had provided the Viet Minh resistance
with weapons and token financial support, this strategy had largely been designed to weaken Japan in the final
stages of World War Il without committing large numbers of U.S. ground troops.

In contrast to the subdued and restrained atmosphere of the commemoration marking the end of the Vietnam
War, the 50th anniversary of independence is to be amply celebrated in a series of official ceremonies and
activities commencing in September and extending to the Chinese NewYear.

Vietnam Pays War Reparations

Prior to the "normalization” of relations with Washington, Hanoi was compelled to foot the bill of the bad debts
incurred by the U.S.-backed Saigon regime. At the donor conference held in Paris in November 1993, a total of
nearly $2 billion of loans and aid money was generously pledged in support of Vietham's free market reforms.

Yet immediately after the conference, a secret meeting was held under the auspices of the Paris Club. Present
at this meeting were representatives of Western governments(f.1). On the Vietnamese side, Dr. Nguyen Xian
Oanh, economic advisor to the prime minister, played a key role in the negotiations. Dr. Oanh, a former IMF
official, had been Minister of Finance and later Acting Prime Minister in the military government of General
Duong Van Minh, which the U.S. installed 1963 after the assassination of President Ngo Dinh Diem and his
brother(f.2). Dr. Oanh, while formally mediating on behalf of the Communist government, was nonetheless
responsive to the demands of Western creditors.

The deal signed with the IMF (which was made public) was largely symbolic. The amount was not substantial:
Hanoi was obliged to pay the IMF $140 million (owned by the defunct Saigon regime) as a condition for the
resumption of new loans. Japan and France, Vietnam's former colonial masters of the Vichyperiod, formed a
so-called "Friends of Viethnam" committee to lend to Hanoi" the money needed to reimburse the IMF.

The substantive arrangement on the rescheduling of bilateral debts (with the Saigon regime), however, was
never revealed. Yet it was ultimately this secret agreement (reached under the auspices of the Paris Club)
which was instrumental in Washington's decision to lift the embargo and normalize diplomatic relations. This
arrangement was also decisive in the release of the loans pledged at the 1993 donor conference, thereby



bringing Vietnam under the trusteeship of Japanese and Western creditors. Thus twenty years after the war,
Vietnam had surrendered its economic sovereignty.

By fully recognizing the legitimacy of these debts, Hanoi had agreed to repay loans that had supported the
U.S. war effort. Moreover, the government of Mr. Vo Van Kiet had also accepted to comply fully with the usual
conditions (devaluation, trade liberalization, privatization, etc.) of an IMF-sponsored structural adjustment
program.

These economic reforms, launched in the mid-1980s with the Bretton Woods institutions, had initiated, in the
war's brutal aftermath, a new phase of economic and social devastation: Inflation had resulted from the
repeated devaluations that began in 1973 under the Saigon regime the year after the withdrawal of American
combat troops(f.3). Today Vietnam is once again inundated with U.S. dollar notes, which have largely replaced
the Vietnamese dong. With soaring prices, real earnings have dropped to abysmally low levels(f.4).

In turn, the reforms have massively reduced productive capacity. More than 5,000 out of 12,300 state-owned
enterprises were closed or steered into bankruptcy. The credit cooperatives were eliminated, all medium and
long term credit to industry and agriculture was frozen. Only short-term credit was available at an interest rate
of 35 percent per annum (1994). Moreover, the IMF agreement prohibited the state from providing budget
support either to the state-owned economy or to an incipient private sector.

The reforms' hidden agenda consisted in destabilizing Vietham's industrial base. Heavy industry, oil and gas,
natural resources and mining, cement and steel production are to be reorganized and taken over by foreign
capital. The most valuable state assets will be transferred to reinforce and preserve its industrial base, or to
develop a capitalist economy owned and controlled by Nationals.

In the process of economic restructuring, more than a million workers and over 20,000 public employees (of
whom the majority were health workers and teachers) have been laid off(f.5). In turn, local famines have
erupted, affecting at least a quarter of the country's population(f.6). These famines are not limited to the food
deficit areas. In the Mekong delta, Vietham's rice basket, 25% of the adult population consumes less than 1800
calories per day(f.7). In the cities, the devaluation of the dong together with the elimination of subsidies and
price controls has led to soaring prices of rice and other food staples.

The reforms have led to drastic cuts in social programs. With the imposition of school fees, three quarters of a
million children dropped out from the school system in a matter of a few years (1987-90)(f.8). Health clinics and
hospitals collapsed, the resurgence of a number of infectious diseases including malaria, tuberculosis and
diarrhea is acknowledged by the Ministry of Health and the donors. A World Health Organization study
confirmed that the number of malaria deaths increased three-fold in the first four years of the reforms alongside
the collapse of health care and soaring prices of antimalarial drugs(f.9). The government (under the guidance
of the international donor community) has also discontinued budget support to the provision of medical
equipment and maintenance leading to the virtual paralysis of the entire public health system. Real salaries of
medical personnel and working conditions have declined dramatically: the monthly wage of medical doctors in
a district hospital is as low as $15 a month(f.10).

Although the U.S. was defeated on the battlefield, two decades later Vietham appears to have surrendered its
economic sovereignty to its former Wartime enemy. No orange or steel pellet bombs, no napalm, no toxic
chemicals: a new phase of economic and social destruction has unfolded. The achievements of past struggles
and the aspirations of an entire nation are undone and erased almost with a stroke of the pen. Debt
conditionality and structural adjustment under the trusteeship of international creditors constitute in the
aftermath of the Vietnam War, an equally effective and formally nonviolent instrument of recolonization and
impoverishment affecting the livelihood of millions of people.

Michel Chossudovsky is an economics professor at the University of Ottawa.



