JACK LONDON )
Tai Hoa Ménh Yéu
[1876 -- 1916]

V6 Thanh Van
l. Cuéc P&i Nién Thiéu Gian Truan

Jack London sinh ngay 12 thang Giéng nam 1876 tai San Francisco trong mét khu lao
dong nghéo, vai tén John Griffith Chaney. Than mau, Flora Wellman, mét nguwdi dan
ba cé gbc gac giau cd, gia phong thé phiét... nhwng khéng binh thwéng. Jack London la con ngoai hén giira
me chang va mot ngwdi dan 6ng cé than thé khéng ré rang: William Chaney, ky gia, luat sw, chiém tinh gia.
Ong da bd ra di trwde khi Jack dwoe sinh ra. Sau nay, khi Jack London dwoc 8 thang, ba Flora Wellman két
hén chinh thire v&i John London, mét cwu chién binh thei ndi chién ctia My. Me chang, Ba Flora Wellman,
thwérng dau yéu va nghéo ting nén Jack London dwoc nudi Ién bdi mot ngwdi dan ba phiéu mau cé gbc gac
né 18, Virginia Prentiss, sut thoi gian tho 4u --dwéng nhw khéng ¢é tubi tho.

N&m 14 tudi, lic chwa hoc hét 16p 8, Jack London bd hoc. Tuy khéng dwoc téi trwdng, nhwng Jack la ngudi
ham mé doc sach. Chang tw hoc hai tir cac thw vién cong, thwdng xuyén lui t&i Oakland Public Library Sau
khi bé hoc, Jack lam nhirng céng viéc nang nhoc khac nhau trong cac nganh hang hai, cong xwédng ky nghé,
duwdng xe Iwa ky nghé tim vang (Klondlke 1897-1898)... ké ca cong viéc bd bao luc chwa dwgc mudi tudi..
Nhwng, cubi cung nhirng nam cua thap nién 1890, Jack ciing tét nghiép dwoc Trung Hoc. Nam 19 tudi, ong
c6 ghi danh & Pai Hoc Berkeley, nhwng lai bé hoc 6 thang sau dé. Gia dinh tirng séng nhiéu noi trong Vung
Vinh (Bay Area, Northern California). Sau cung, gia dinh dinh cw tai Oakland, mét thanh phd BPéng Vinh. Noi
day, Jack séng vo cung chat vat va bat hanh moét thoi gian dai cla tudi tré.

Lén Ién, do hoan céanh, Jack wu tw nghién ngém va tranh d4u cho xa héi. T dd, nhw la mot ky gia, Jack tham
gia dao binh goi la Coxey’s Army trong mét cudc tranh déu ndi tiéng & Washington DC, da lam phéng sw cudc
chién tranh Nga-Nhat 1904 cho t& bao Hearst Newspaper, rdi ndm 1914, Jack lai lam phong sy cudc cach
mang Mé& tay Co cho nha Collier's. Trong nhirng ndm nguoc xudi, Jack cang thAm nhuan hon tw twéng xa hoi
chl nghia va da rng clr chirc Thj Trwdng cla thanh phé Oakland nhiéu Ian, dwéi danh nghia tng ctr vién
Dang Xa Hoi, nhwng déu that cir.

Nam 1900, ltc 24 tudi, Jack London két hon vai nguoi vor dau, Bess Maddern. Bess Maddern la ban va la co

gido day kém toan cho chang. Tuy nhién, cudc nhan nay cdn ct trén nhu cau xa hoi chir khdng phai do dong
co tinh yéu. Hai ngwoi sinh dwgc 2 ngudi con gai, Joan va Bess (Becky). Nam 1903, Jack London ly di Bess

Maddern. Sau d6, 6ng cuwdi cd thw ky, Charmian Kittredge. Hai ngu®i sinh mot dra con duy nhét, Joy, nhung
chi séng duoc 48 tiéng dong hé. Ngudi vo sau ndy, véi Jack, Charmian Kittredge 1a ngudi tinh, ngudi vo va

la hdng nhan tri ky. Hai ngudi cung vui choi, du lich, viét lach... véi nhau. Ba Charmian mét sau Jack 39 nam,
vao nam 1955.

Hai nguwoi, Jack va Charmian, tirng di du lich bang tau thdy, subt mét thoi gian dai 2 nam, 1907-1908, vé ving
DPéng Nam A chau. Cung véi nhau, ho lap trang trai rong 1.400 mau, mang tén Beaty Ranch, & thanh phé nhd
Glen Ellen, gan va nam gitra Petaluma va Sonoma (bay gi® 1a Jack London State Historical Park). Trong thw
vién Jack London (ndm ngay tai trang trai), ngay chinh trong trang trai, va trong can nha nho noi ma hai vg
chbng van hao da séng trén muoi nam.. . nguoi ta khong thay con sot lai mot déu tich gi cta thuyén bé, bién
ca... mac du Jack London la nguwoi yéu dm séng hai hanh... Ong sbng va di nguwoc Xuoi nhiéu nam trén bién,
6ng da mot thoi tivng 1a Oyster Pirate... Chwa c6 nha van nao tirng yéu séng hd nhw 6ng.

Van hao Jack London méat ngay 22 thang Mwdi Mot nam 1916, hwéng dwong 40 tudi. Hai cbt ctia 6ng (va sau
nay, 1955, tro cbt clia ba Charmian Kittredge) dwoc chén ciing mo, dwdi cing mét tdng da Ién, trén mot ngon
ddi nhé thé lwong, trong trang trai ctia chinh ban tay éng ba gay dwng. Nam 1960, ngudi chau cé tén 1a Irving
Shepard d& nhwong trang trai cGia van hao Jack London (The Valley of The Moon) cho chinh phi Tiéu Bang
California. Sau d6, noi ndy da dwoc bién thanh State Historical Park. M&i ndm c6 hang triéu du khach tham



viéng trang trai va mo phan, ma mot phan ba du khach nay dén tr Au Chau, vi mén mo tai ndng mot thién tai
yéu ménh..

Il. Sw Nghiép Van Chwong L3y Lirng

Vao cubi thé ky 19 va dau thé ky 20, ngoi but Jack London 1a mét hién twong... Tén tudi clia 6ng sang ruc trén
van dan. Chi trong moét thoi gian ngan ngui cGa 2 thap nién (néi cho chinh xac: 18 nam), 6ng da hoan thanh
trén 50 tac pham tiéu thuyét (truyén dai, hau hét da dwoc xuat ban) va gan 200 (néi cho chinh xac: 197) truyén
ngan va hang nghin 14 thu (letters) d&c séc. TAt ca déu ngoai hang. Vao giai doan 4y, Jack London la mot
best-selling author, c6 tién nhuan but cao nhat, sach ban chay nhat, sach dwoc dich ra nhiéu nhat (trén dudi
80 ngén ngt¥), sd ngwdi doc nhiéu nhat va khap ca nam chau,

Nhirng tac phdm clia 6ng dwoc dich ra trén dwdi khodng 80 ngdn ngi khac nhau. Tén tudi va tac pham cuia
6ng dwoc biét nhiéu & Au Chau va dwoc ai mo nhiéu hon noi chinh qué hwong minh. D6 ciing chinh 1a ly do
ma hang nam, sb du khach ngoai quéc chiém 1/3 con s6 mét triéu du khach ghé viéng tham mo phén va trang
trai clla 6ng. Cho dén gio, cac thé hé ndi tiép sau khi 6ng qua doi, van con say mé cac tac pham cla 6ng..

D6 la nhirng tac pham dé doi, dwoc yéu chudng ctia nhiéu thoi dai, va ctia nhiéu nén van héa dj biét.

La mét van hao n0| bat, véi mét but lwe sung man va cung véi mot van phong hao phong, tén tudi ctia Jack
London da dwoc xép hang dirng ngang hang véi nhirtng nha van Ién thoi bay gior, cling nhw nhivng cay but lay
Itrng trén van dan trwdc va sau 6ng, nhw: Harper Lee, Mark Twain, F. Scott Fitzgerald, JD. Salinger, John
Steinbeck, Robert Frost, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ray Bradbury, Arthur Miller, Louisa May
Alcott , Ernest Hemingway, Edith Wharton, Emily Dickinson, Truman Capote, Dave Cullen, Margaret Mitchell,
L. Frank Baum, Walt Whitman, William Faulkner, Kurt Vonnegut, Alice Walker, Tennessee Williams, Henry
David Thoreau, Joseph Heller, Willa Cather, Sherwood Anderson, Atephen King, Flannery O’Connor,
Theodoew Dreiser, Henry James, Henry Wadsworhth Longfeller, John Irving...

Céc tac pham cta 6ng da dwoc dong thanh phim &nh, moét trong nhivng tac pham 4y 1a Call of the Wild, The
Sea Wolf, Martin Eden... Nhirng tdc pham néi tiéng nhat ctia Jack London dworc ké |a: The Call of the Wild
(d4u tién mang tén “The Sleeping Wolf’) phat hanh ndm 1903, The Iron Heel, White Fang, The Sea-Wolf (klh&i
thay co tén “Mercy of the Sea”), The People of the Abyss (a sociological treatise about the slums of London,
England), John Barleycorn, Martin Eden, and The Star Rover.... Truyén ngén dwoc doc nhiéu nhéat: To Build a
Fire (Il).

La mét nha van hién thuwe, véi ban chét hiéu dong, soi néi, nhiéu mao hiém, 1ang man... Jack London da tirng
la mot thay thu (sailor) say mé thuyén va bién ca... Ong tirng di nhiéu noi, nhw Nhat, Dai Han, Alaska, Tay Ba
Loi A, Hawaii, Tahiti, Australia, Ecuador, Pueblo, Cape Horn, Mexico... Ngoai ra, Jack con l1a mét nha mao
hiém tim vang, méot nha néng (Rancher)... T4t ca da déng gop vao ndi dung phong phi va phdm chét tuyét voi
trong cac tac phdm cutia 6ng. Sau day, xin liét ké nién biéu va danh muc nhirng tac pham ctia Jack London da
dwoc 4n hanh trong thoi gian Tién Sinh con tai thé:

A. Tiéu Thuyét
Liét ké theo thr tw nhirng ndm ma tac phadm da dwoc phat hanh:

1900 The Son of the Wolf 1906 Moon Face & Other Stories
1901 The God of His Fathers 1906 White Fang

1902 Children of the Frost 1906 Scorn of Women

1902 The Cruise of the Dazzler 1907 Before Adam

1902 A Daughter of the Snows 1907 Love of Life & Other Stories
1903 The Kempton-Wace Letters 1907 The Road

1903 The Call of the Wild 1908 The Iron Heel

1903 The People of the Abyss 1909 Martin Eden

1904 The Faith of Men 1910 Lost Face

1904 The Sea-Wolf 1910 Revolution and Other Essays
1905 War of the Classes 1910 Burning Daylight

1905 The Game 1910 Theft

1905 Tales of the Fish Patrol 1911 When God Laughs



19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19

11 Adventure

11 The Cruise of the Snark
11 South Sea Tales

12 The House of Pride

12 A Son of the Sun

12 Smoke Bellew

13 The Night-Born

13 The Abysmal Brute

1913 John Barleycorn

1913 The Valley of the Moon

1914 The Strength of the Strong
1914 The Mutiny of the Elsinore

1915 The Scarlet Plague

1915 The Star Rover

1916 The Little Lady of the Big House

Nhirng tac phdm dwoc 4n hanh sau ngay Jack London mét:

19
19
19
19
19

B.

16 The Acorn Planter

16 The Turtles of Tasman
17 The Human Drift

17 Jerry of the Islands

17 Michael Brother of Jerry

Truyén Ngan

1918 The Red One

1918 Hearts of Three

1919 On the Makaloa Mat

1922 Dutch Courage & Other Stories
1962 The Assassination Bureau Ltd.

Danh muc 200 truyén ngan cla van hao Jack London, theo th& tw mau tu:

OCONOOOAaAPRWN -

. Adventure in the Upper Sea, An
. All Golda Caion

. Aloha Oe

. Amateur Night

. And 'Frisco Kid Came Back

. Apostate, The

. At the Rainbow's End

. Bald-Face

. Banks of the Sacramento, The

. Batard

. Benefit of the Doubt, The
. Bones of Kahekili, The

. Brown Wolf

. Bunches of Knuckles

. By the Turtles of Tasman
. Captain of the Susan Drew, The
. Charley's Coup

. Chased by the Trail

. Chinago, The

. Chris Farrington, Able Seaman
. Chun Ah Chun

. Created He Them

. Curious Fragment, A

. Daughter of the Aurora, A
. Day's Lodging, A

. Death of Ligoun, The

. Demetrios Contos

. Devil's Dice Box, The

. Devils of Fuatino, The

. Dream Image, A

. Dream of Debs, The

. Dutch Courage

. End of the Chapter, The

. End of the Story, The

35. Enemy of All the World, The
36. Eternity of Forms, The

37. Even unto Death

38. Faith of Men, The

39. Feathers of the Sun, The
40. Finis

41. Flush of Gold

42. Flutter in Eggs, A

43. "Francis Spaight," The

44. "Frisco Kid's" Story

45, "Fuzziness" of Hoockla-Heen, The
46. Goboto Night, A

47. God of His Fathers, The

48. Goliah

49. Good-By, Jack

50. Great Interrogation, The

51. Grilling of Loren Ellery, The
52. Grit of Women

53. Handsome Cabin Boy, The
54. Hanging of Cultus George, The
55. Heathen, The

56. Hobo and the Fairy, The
57. House of Mapuhi, The

58. House of Pride, The

59. Hussy, The

60. Hyperborean Brew

61. In a Far Country

62. In the Forests of the North
63. In the Time of Prince Charley
64. In Yeddo Bay

65. Inevitable White Man, The
66. Jan, the Unrepentant

67. Jokers of New Gibbon, The
68. "Just Meat"



69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111

112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.

Kanaka Surf, The

Keesh, Son of Keesh

King of Mazy May

King of the Greeks, The
Klondike Christmas, A
Koolau the Leper

Law of Life, The

League of Old Men, The
Leopard Man's Story, The
Lesson in Heraldry, A
Li-Wan, the Fair

Like Argus of the Ancient Times
Little Account With Swithin Hall, A
Little Man, The

Local Color

Lost Face

Lost Poacher, The

Love of Life

Madness of John Harned, The
Mahatma's Little Joke

Make Westing

Man On The Other Bank, The
Man With the Gash, The
Marriage of Lit-Lit, The
Master of Mystery, The

Mauki

Meat, The

Men of Forty Mile, The
Mexican, The

Minions of Midas, The
Mistake of Creation, The
Moon-Face

Nam-Bok the Unveracious
Negore, The Coward

Night Born, The

Night's Swim In Yeddo Bay
Northland Miracle, A

Nose for the King, A

O Haru

Odyssey of the North, An
Old Baldy

Old Soldier's Story, An

. On the Makaloa Mat

One More Unfortunate

One Thousand Dozen, The
Passing of Marcus O'Brien, The
Pearls of Parlay, The

Piece of Steak, A

Plague Ship

Planchette

Pluck and Pertinacity
Priestly Prerogative, The
Princess, The

Prodigal Father, The

Proper "Girlie"

Proud Goat of Aloysius Pankburn, The

125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
. Strength of the Strong, The
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.

151

Race For Number Three, The

Raid on the Oyster Pirates, A

Red One, The

Rejunvenation of Major Rathbone, The
Relic of the Pliocene, A

Sakaicho, Hona Asi and Hakadaki
Samuel

Scorn of Women, The

Sea Farmer, The

Seed of McCoy, The

Semper Idem

Shadow and the Flash, The

Sheriff of Kona, The

Shin-Bones

Shorty Dreams

Sickness of Lone Chief, The

Siege of the 'Lancashire Queen', The
Siwash

Son of the Sun, A

Son of the Wolf, The

South of the Slot

Stampede to Squaw Creek, The

Story of a Typhoon off the Coast of Japan
Story of Jees Uck, The

Story of Keesh, The

Strange Experience of a Misogynist, The

Sun Dog Trail, The
Sunlanders, The

Taste Of The Meat, The
Tears of Ah Kim, The
Terrible Solomons, The
Test, The: A Clondyke Wooing
Thanksgiving on Slav Creek
That Spot

Their Alcove

Thousand Deaths, A

To Build a Fire (1)

To Build a Fire (Il)

To Kill a Man

To Repel Boarders

To the Man on Trail

Told in the Drooling Ward
Too Much Gold

Town-Site of Tra-Lee, The
Trust

Two Gold Bricks

Under the Deck Awnings
Unexpected, The
Unmasking of the Cad, The
Unparalleled Invasion, The
Up the Slide

War

Water Baby, The

Whale Tooth, The

When Alice Told Her Soul



181. When God Laughs 190. Wicked Woman, A

182. When the World Was Young 191. Wife of a King, The
183. Where the Trail Forks 192. Winged Blackmail
184. Which Make Men Remember 193. Wisdom of the Trail
185. White and Yellow 194. Wit of Porportuk, The
186. White Man's Way, The 195. Wonder of Woman
187. White Silence, The 196. "Yah! Yah! Yah!"
188. Who Believes in Ghosts! 197. Yellow Handkerchief

189. Whose Business Is to Live
Trong s6 nay, c6 5 truyén ngan bi that lac, chwa tim ra tung tich:

-- Two Children of Israel
-- Delilah of the Foothills
-- Ethics of the Trail

-- Jason Aubrey

-- Native Wife

C. Tho

Trong nhirng ngay bd hoc, lui t¢i thw vién cdng cdng Oakland, Jack London gép Ina Coolbrith, sau nay tr&
thanh thi sT dau tién cé tw cach han 1am Poet Laureate ctia Tiéu Bang California. Do co’ duyén nay, Jack
London lam tho' rat sém. T thang 3/1897 cho dén hét thang 8/1899, Jack Londa da lam duwoc 48 bai tho.
Trong th&i gian ndy chi cé 2 bai tho dwoc phd bién. Sau khi Jack London néi tiéng, 13 bai nira dwoc dang tai.
Tuy Jack London khéng ndi tiéng vé& tho, nhwng theo 6ng, thi day la mot bd moén 6ng rat dam mé sang tac
(nhac, tho, triét va sau cing méi dén tiéu thuyét).

"Abalone Song", "The Lover's Liturgy",

"And Some Night", "My Gentle Nurse",

"Ballade of the False Lover", "Republican Rallying Song", "Cupid's Deal", "In a Year",

"George Sterling", "Republican Battle-Hymn",

"The Gift of God", "Mammon Worshippers",

"Gold", "If | Were God", "The Return of Ulysses — a Modern Version", "Rich Morsels",

"A Heart", "My Little Palmist",

"He Never Tried Again", "The Socialist's Dream", "The Sea Sprite and the Shooting Star", "His Trip to Hades",
The World of Jack London web site, (April 2006).

"Homeland" "Of Man of the Future",

"Hors de Saison", "Oh You Everybody's Girl,"

"Je Ris en Espoir", "The Song of the Flames",

"The Klondyker's Dream",

"Memory", "On the Face of the Earth You Are the One," Rainbow's End," "Sonnet", "Still Hunt", "Thinket
Anger", "Moods", "He Chortled With Glee"

"My Confession", "Tick! Tick! Tick!,"

"Daybreak", "Too Late", "The Way of War",

"Effusion”, "Future Wars", "When All the World Shouted My Name", "When He Came In", "Your Kiss".
Trong sb nhirng bai tho thwong dan, cé rat nhiéu bai (khoang 1/3) chwa hé dwoc phd bién.

D. KICH NGHE - PLAYS ‘ o o
Vé b mon kich nghé, tuy Jack London sang tac khong nhiéu, nhwng hau hét da dwoc trinh dien rat sém, ngay
nhirng ngay Tién Sinh con sinh tién. Ngu&i ta con tim thay dwoc nhirng kich ban sau day:

1. The Birth Mark (1917)

2. The First Poet (1911)

3. Daughters of the Rich (1915)
4. Theft



5. Scorn of Women (1906)
6. A Wicked Woman (1917)
7. The Assination Bureau, Ltd

E. THU - LETTERS

N3am 1988, nha xuat ban STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS da xuat ban bd sach “The Letters of Jack London”
gdm c6 3 volumes, tbng cong 1,768 trang véi 1,554 1a thw clia tac gid, gia ban 185 My kim. Bo sach “The
Lettres of Jack London” dwoc nhuan sac béi ba nha binh bat: Earle Labor, Robert C. Leitz, 11l va I. Milo
Shepard. Ba volumes nay dwoc phan chia theo thdi gian ma nhirng 14 thw d6 dwoc viét ra:

n Vol. I: 1896 — 1905

n Vol. Il: 1906 — 1912

n Vol. lll: 1913 - 1916

Ciing theo 16 nha xuét ban Stanford University Press thi day la nhirng trang thw dwoc viét bdi mot tam hon
nhay cdm, day tinh cach nhan ban, ciing véi mét van phong sé6i néi cudng nhiét (d6i khi cé giong diéu qua
khich), nhuwng v cung c&i mé. Vi moét van tai nhiéu ca biét va cung véi ban chét sén cé, Jack London da viét
nhirng trang thw day thi vi, nhiéu nhac tinh, bay buwém, chai chubt, sau lang (d6i khi chua chat), di¥ ddi, manh
liét... rat 16i cubn doc gia.

R4t nhiéu nhirng tdc phdm cla Jack London dwoc cac nha phé binh van hoc hién dai xép vao hang kiét tac
trong van chuwong Hoa Ky va cla van hoc st thé gidi. Xin liét ké nhirng tdc pham nébi tiéng &y: White Fang,
The Call of The Wild, To Build a Fire, The Sea Wolf, The Iron Heel, The People of The Abyss... An Odyssey of
the North, The Son of the Wolf, John Barleycorn, Before Adam, Martin Eden, The Other Woman, Hearts of
Three...

lIl. M6t Boi Tai Hoa Ménh Yéu — Danh Vong & Cat Bui:

Cé thé néi duoc, sau van hao Mark Twain, thi Jack London |a nha van c6 ddi sbng phong lwu, 1ang man va séi
ndi nhat, khi 6ng thanh danh va cé mét dia vi 13y lirng trén van dan. T mot dira con ngoai hon, Ién 1én trong
nhing hoan canh vo ciing nghiét nga bd trvdng, ra doi som, tw hoc hdi, tw Iap than.. . dé thanh dat va co6
danh vong ryc r&... roi nam xuong & tudi 40 trén mdt ndm go cd dai hoang so'... bdn mua chi ¢é du khach
mén mo tir xa x6i tim dén tham viéng. Ong ra di am thdm lang |& nhw 6ng da den khéng Iwa chon, trén coi
doi.

Tuy nhién, trong 40 nam tai thé, 6ng da sdng mot cudc ddi xirng dang, that day dd, that hao sang. Do van tai
dac biét, 6ng ndi tiéng ngay tr nhirng tac pham dau. La mét cay but sang tac déu tay, thwdng xuyén, nhiéu
thé loai (truyén dai, tho, thw, kich ban, truyén ngan...). Nhw d3 liét k&, chi trong vong 2 thap nién, Jack London
da viét 50 truyén dai, 200 truyén ngan gan muw&i kich ban, hang nghin trang thw va rat nhiéu tho pht (hau hét
chwa dwoc xuat ban). Trong nhirng van tho sang rwc hao khi, cé tinh cach tién tri vé than phan lam ngudi cla
chinh minh, 6ng da viét:

"l would rather be ashes than dust!

I would rather that my spark should burn out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry rot.

| would rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me imagnificent glow, than a sleepy and permanent planet.
The proper function of man is to live, not to exist.

| shall not waste my days in trying to prolong them.

| shall use my time"

Khéng hen, Xuan Diéu, mét thi si Tién Chién, da dién ta kha chinh xac than phan va tdm tw Jack London trong
von ven 2 cau tho that hao sang:

“Tha mét phat huy hoang rdi chot tat
“Con hon buon le 16i sudt tram nam
(Giuc Gia)

Trwdc d6, On Nhw Hau Nguyén Gia Thiéu, mét nha Nho, vai triét Iy chép sinh tuyét voi cb hivu clia cha 6ng
Viét toc, cling da ngan ngam canh phu van tran thé trong 4 cau song that luc bat:



“Tudng 4o hoa da bay ra day

“Kiép phu sinh tréng thdy ma dau
“Tram nam con c¢6 gi dau

“Chang qua mét ndm ¢ khau xanh ri
(Cung Oan Ngam Khuc)

Va sau néy, thi hao Nguyén Du, 4 cau lyc bat mé& dau thién trwdng thi boan Truwong Tan Thanh, cling than the
cho mét kiep nhan sinh bi tham day ap bi luy cta than phan bi thwong ham hiu trong chu thuyét tai ménh
twong do cta minh:

“Tram nam trong cdi nguwoi ta

“Chir tai, chir ménh khéo la ghét nhau
“Trai qua mot cudc bé dau

“Nhirng diéu trong thdy ma dau dén long
(Poan Trwdng Tan Thanh)

M®i budi chiéu vao thu, dirng trwdc canh thé lwong ctia md phan Jack London, mét van hao tai hoa ménh yéu,
chung quanh cay cbi diu hiu, cd hoa xo xac vang vot, mét ndm tro tan dwoc chan I&én béi mét tang da 1én —
chirng tich con sot lai ciia Wolf House ngao nghé moét thdi giau c6 va danh vong (‘I am building my dream-
house on my dream-ranch. My house will be standing, act of God permitting, for a thousand years...” JL) ké
hau sinh ndy bui ngui thdo 4 cau luc bat tlr tuyét va dét trwedc mo phan dé diéu linh hén Tién Sinh, nguwdi qua
vang hon 100 ndm trwdc, ma anh hoa dwdng nhw cdn phang phéat chung quanh:

“Hon xwa day. Nguwdi xwa dau

“Da tro phé tich — Cé nhau bién dau

“Tréng chénh. Danh vong. Séi lau

“Tai hoa yéu ménh — Khanh hau bui tro

(B6 anh: Danh Vong & Cat Bui)

V6 Thuong! Tat ca déu vo thwong! Vo thwdng ciia vo thwdng! Cat
bui! Tat ca déu cat bui! Cat bui cla cat bui. Bat Nha Ba La Mat Pa
Tam Kinh: “Sac bat dj khéng, khéng bét di séc; sac tire thi khéng,
khoéng tirc thi séc... Thi chw phap khéng twéng...” Kinh Thanh Cuu
Uéc: “Vanitas. Vanitati. Omnia Vanitas.” Phu van! Tat ca déu phu
van! Phu van cia phu van! Vanitas Vanitatum Mundi. Phu van cda
phl van tran thé! Tl cat bui da tré vé vai cat bui. Tl hw khong da tré
vé véi hw khong.

VO THANH VAN
Phu Hw am, Sept. 2012.

* phau dat anh vin Phu chl clia a2a : Moi doc thém hoac tai xudng nhirng tac phdm cua
o kihdigwe g Jack London tai :
e http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/search/?query=jack+london




