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Lé Thanksgiving bao gio’ cling gén lién vai di dan. B&i chinh nhirng bwdc chan tién phong dinh cw trén mién
Tan Thé Gidi da hinh thanh nén ngay L& tuyét voi nay. Do manh déat thudc dia rong Ion nay co biét bao dot di
dan, bao doan nguoi tham hiém va khai pha tlr nhiéu thap ky, st sach ghi lai cling dwa vao nhiéu nguon vi
thé & mébi thudc dia, méi sac toc, déu c6 ngay L& Thanksgiving khac nhau. Nhwng phai doi dén khi Tdng thdng
Abraham Lincoln tuyén b va chon ngay thir Nam tuan th( tw cha thang 11/1863 thi L& Thanksgiving ma&i tré
thanh chinh thirc cho ca nwérc.

Hau hét chang ta déu nghe qua lich st L& Thanksgiving, vé cau chuyén nhirng ngwdi di dan hanh hwong theo
con tau Mayflower dén Plymouth Rock thang 9/1620, sau d6 dwgc ngudi da dé Wampanoag gitp d& dé séng
sét va tréng ngd, cé nén vu mua dau tién, mot biva tiéc kéo dai 3 ngay vao thang 11/1621 dé ta on Thwong
dé, c6 ca thd dan tham dw...Trong khi nhiéu hoc gia lai cho rang L& Thanksgiving da cé trwdc khi nguwdi hanh
hwong dén Plymouth vao thé ky trwdc. Nam 1565, doan tham hiém ngudi Tay Ban Nha Pedro Menéndez de
Avilés da moi cac nguoi da dd bo tdc Timucua & St. Augustine, Florida dén dw 18 Thanksgiving sau khi doan
dinh cw an toan. Trong khi & Texas, cw dan El Paso da cho rang Juan de Ofiate, nha tham hiém Tay Ban Nha,
thang 3/1598 da dat doan 500 ngwdi, gom binh linh, di dan va vo' con cling 7.000 gia stic tir Nam My dén
Texas, sau khi vt qua 50 ngay gian khé mwa bao I lut trong hoang mac, hét thirc &n, ho da dén bd sbng
Rio Grande khé réo va 10 ngay sau nang dep, ho san bén, danh ca, dét Itra trai &n mrng song sot cO sy tham
dy cha thé dan Mansos. Sau d6 doan di vé Santa Fe lap nén lang dinh cw. Nhitng ngwei gbc Mexico ngay nay
van xem d6 1a ngay L& Thanksgiving dau tién trén dat My.

Tranh luan vé ngudn gbc ctia ngay I& I&n nay, noi moi ngudi quay quan quanh bira tiéc 1én véi cac san vat va
mon an truyén thdng da xay ra chirng 400 ndm trwde, lam ching ta quén hdn mét sy kién Ién, no chi lién quan
chat it d@én di dan ma lai rat gén bo véi lich st chién tranh va sy ton vong cia nwéc My. D6 1a cude ndi chién
Béac Nam. B&i vi qua cudc ndi chién nay, L& Thanksgiving tré thanh ngay chinh thirc cho ca nwéc, mot dat
nwéc thédng nhat va hing manh cho dén hém nay. Lui vé nhirng nam thudc dia va m& mang b& cbi. Dat nwédc
nay qua non tré va rong I&n, mang trén minh nhiéu thir thach nhoc nhan. Mién Bac va Nam du da xéa nhoa
bién cwong Déng Tay van dam ban séc mot nwéc My day chia ré. Chia ré tir nguén gbc di dan di moi sac téc,
chia ré vi ky thuat may méc céng nghiép va ndng nghiép, chia ré vi ngudi chd da trdng va nd 1é da den, chia ré
vi y thirc hé cling quyén loi kinh té. ..

Tt nhiing nam 1830 hai mién Bac Nam da nhen nhim xung dét. Chiriéng vé ngay Lé  Thanksgiving, mién Bac
cho rang nhung ngwoi hanh hwong Thanh Giao (Puritan) dén New England 1ap nén nén dan chd nwéc My.
Céc hoc giad & cac truong danh tiéng phia Bac nhw Yale va Harvard cho rang di dan tr Anh Quéc da dat nén
maéng can ban cho nén chinh tri va xa hai nay. Nwéc My c6 cdi ngudn tir mién Bac. Trong khi d6 & mién Nam
thi cho rang nwéc My bat dau tr mién Nam, & Jamestown, Virginia, sau khi ngwdi dan thudc dia dén day vao
nam 1607, gan thap ky trwéc khi nguwdi hanh hwong dén Plymouth. Ho tin vao huyén thoai clia Pocahontas va
thuyén trwdng John Smith. Mién Nam thu ghét nén cach mang céng nghé tham lam day lgi nhuan cta mién
Bac, trong khi mién Bac khéng chap nhan mét ché dé né 1é tan nhan & phia Nam. Va cudc noi chién nd ra. Lé
Thanksgiving lan niva lai chinh thirc dwoc khai sinh vao lic dat nwéc di vao nam thir 3 cia cudc chién khbc
liét.

Mua thu 1863, sau tran théng Ién cla phe Union & Gettysburg cai gia phai tra chi trong tran chién 3 ngay la
51.000 nhan mang chét, bi thwong va maét tich clia ca 2 phe. Noi chién da kéo dai hon 2 nam va chrng nhw
khong hdi két. Khap 2 mién Bac Nam c(r 1 trong 4 gia dinh thi c6 ngwdi cha hay ngwdi con, ngudi chng,
ngwdi anh trai t&r nan. Gia dinh Téng théng Abraham Lincoln con chwa ngudi dwoc ndi dau mat ddva con trai
Willie 11 tudi vao nam trwdc dé, ngay 3/10/1863 Tbng théng quyét dinh tuyén bb ngay L& Thanksgiving chinh
thirc cho ca nwdc. Ong noi:
“Mét ndm nira lai sdp cham dat. Chang ta di vao nhiing ngay thang cudi cda ndm nay véi tran day
phuéc lanh, véi hoa qué cda déng rudng va bau troi an lanh... Trong hoan cénh chién tranh, truéc
nhitng d6 nat diéu tan kinh khing va 1én lao chua timg c6, trét tw @4 duoc van héi, moi ngudi déu ton
trong va tuan gid luat 1&; hoa binh va sw hai hoa da chiém ngw khap noi, ngoai tree trén chién truong,
gitka dam quén linh...”



Trwde do vao ngay 20/9/1863, sau khi thua tran & Chickamauga, Tennessee, phe Union chay vé phia Bac dén
Chattanooga. Bi quan Confederate bao vay. Ho sbng s6t nhé thire &n va nwdc udng tiép van bang cac chuyén
xe wagon qua déi Walden, chirng 10.000 con ngwa va la bi trung dan chét khi tai quan nhu. Twéng Ulysses
Grant dén ctru tro kip lic vao cubi thang 10/1863 theo dong séng tir Bridgeport, Alabama. Lang Chattanooga
giébng nhw bi bién ca quét qua san bang. Trong khi ca 2 phia dan quan song song chay dai theo hang rao gé
trén canh dong cho dén cudi chan tréi. Ching lam nén 2 dai mau xanh (Union) va xam (Confederate). Ho dbi
mat nhau gan 200m, yén lang trong khéi sting, bui mu va swong thu. Trong ho nhw 1a 2 phe bé ban. Thinh
thodng co tiéng stng 1é loi, chirng nhw dé thtr khoang cach, nhwng ca 2 phia déu chwa dwgc [énh nd sung.

Moi chuyén két thuc khi twéng Joseph Hooker tAn cong vao 2,000 quan Confederate, mé sang 24/11/1863
quan Union treo c& chién théng, t6i hém sau quan Confederate rat vé Georgia trong anh tréng lwdi liém cudi
thang. Chattanooga dwoc quan Union l4y lai kip luc dé an mng 1€ Thanksgiving chinh thirc dau tién. Quan
Union dwoc tai tro' dbi dao, ngudi dan New York da dong gop thwe phdm va tién bac, 4 chiéc tau hoi nwéc
van chuyén 200 tan thit ngudi, ga tay, trai cay va banh cho linh & doanh trai twéng Grant & Virginia. Trong khi
do & mién Nam, quan Confederate thiéu hut thiwc pham, ddi khat. Khau phan hiém hoi ctia ho cho ngay & la
thit la, bép khé hay dau moc hoang. Pa phan la bét chao loang...

Va phai m4t 1 ndm sau cho dén khi tiéng sung thwc sw chAdm dirt vao thang 5/1865. Trwdc do vai thang, TT

Abraham Lincoln da tuyén bé mét lan nira vao thang 10/1864 :
“Ngay thir Ném cudi thang 11 1a ngay 1& cda moi cong dan, du ho & bét ctr noi dau trong ngay dé, mét
ngay dé ta on va tan duong Péng Thuong Bé day quyén nang, Péng Sang tao day tirtam va Cha té
cua vi tru. Va toi ciing dé nghj véi cac cdng dan ndi trén rang ho kinh can phd phuc trén mat dat va
dang hién ter dé nhing 16i khdn nguyén day &n nén va ndng nhiét dén Bang An bai moi sw viéc dé
mong duoc ban phéat nhing phc 1anh vé gia cho hoa binh, hop nhét va hoa thudn trén toan manh dat
ma Ngai da vui Iong lam noi cwr ngu cho ching ta va hdu dué trong moi thé hé.”

Qua 2 bai dién van, TT Abraham Lincoln khéng bao gi®' nhac dén tir Bac Nam, ciing chang nhéc dén tir chién
thang, du ong la vi tong tw 1énh cta phe chién thang. Chién tranh vé&i tén that kinh hoang cho dat nwéc va con
ngwdi thi niém an sting cho hoa binh dé dat nwéc nay ton vong la sy ta on toi thwong dén troi cao tir trai tim
ngwdi My khdp nwéc. Chinh tlr cude ndi chién nay ma L& Thanksgiving dau tién bat dau. Ca 2 mién Nam Bac
déu ta on. Ca nwdc han gan vét thwong chién tranh dwoc kéo da chéng lanh tir nhirng céi bt tay ctia cac
cwu chién binh & méi lan twéng niém, ngay chinh trén manh dat tang téc ngay qua. Céac gia dinh tim nhau
doan tu sum vay qua 4 ndm chia cat dau thuong.

Moi séc tdc tir nhirng di dan & Chau Au dén New York, tir nhﬁ’ng Hoa Kiéu dén California, t» nhirng nguoi
Mexican dén Texas déu ta on. Hoa trong tinh than nhan &i ctia mua |1& hdi nay c6 ca nhivng nguwoi di dan, ti
nan VN. Cling nhan ngay & nay t6i td long biét on va tri &n nwéc My, dat nwdc ma nay da tré thanh qué
hwong duy nhat cla tdi (qué hwong cii da chét réi!)

Thank You, America — dét‘ nwéce tw do da cho tdi co hdi dwoc sdng (nhw mdt con ngudi) va lam viéc, cho con
cai toi dwgrc hwdng mot nén giao duc tuyét voi véi con dwong twong lai rong mé.

This year as | am waiting for Thanksgiving—or more accurately my heart for Thanksgiving—I recalled some
background from the past which has led to many things for which | am now grateful. | realize that few things
come into our possession full blown without roots in the past. Great new ideas—even those arising out of
flashes of inspiration — are most often rooted in our experience and background from the past. Similarly, much
that we enjoy in terms of material conveniences, family tradition, and educational methods and aspirations
developed from past roots. At Thanksgiving time it is appropriate for us to pause to contemplate a little of the
road behind us, that the road ahead might have more meaning.

May | share some verse which deals with the significance of Thanksgiving Day :
What Thanksgiving means

Thanksgiving means a lot of things
To different ones | know.



To some it means a wintry day

With gusty wind and snow.
Some others see a sunny day
A warm and balmy time,

With flowers growing in the yard

And orange trees or lime.

Some see a colored autumn scene,
A white and frosty morn,

With yellow pumpkins in the field

And rusty rows of corn.

To some it’s just another day,
And toil the body saps.

No chance to look ahead to see

A holiday perhaps.

To some it means a day to stuff
With turkey, sauce, and pie.
They eat so much it really hurts;

Then on a bed they lie.

Those football games in constant stream
On television screens

Take up the day from morn till night—

At least, that’s how it seems.

But few there are who see this day
As one on which we kneel

In thanks to God for countless things

That should us to Him seal.

Our health, our wealth, our freedoms dear,
Our family and our friends,

The joy of living in this day—

The list just never ends.

The pilgrims felt it worth the time
To set aside a day

To think of God and thank Him, too,

In their own simple way.

We, too, should give to Him above
A day from busy life,

A day when we can think of Him

Without internal strife.

Just pause and ponder on the name—
Thanksgiving Day—it ranks

As one we make a holiday,

A special day for thanks.

[Robert J. Smith, Thoughts on Verse)



Tranh “Uncle Sam’s Thanksgiving Dinner”
Thomas Nast. tudn san Harper’s, November
20/1869 mo ta bira tiéc L& Thanksgiving véi
du cac séc téc quanh ban &n sau 4 ndm noi
chién.



