Thiéu ta John Duffy va Bai tho The Commander's Burial
Nguyé&n Minh Thanh

Hom thir Ba, ngay 5 thang 7 nam 2022, trong mot budi 1& d&c biét cir hanh & White House, Téng théng Joe
Biden truy tang Huy Chwong Danh Dy (Medal of Honor) cao quy nhitt cho 4 ciru quén nhan My. Nhirng ngu&i
da c6 cong dac biét trong viéc giup chinh phi va quan lwc Viét Nam Cong Hoa chdng lai sy xam lang cua
Cong San Bac Viét.

Trong 4 cwu quan nhan cé cwu Thiéu ta John Duffy,si quan cb van cho Tiéu Doan 11 Nhay Du (Song Kiém
Trén Ai) ctia Trung Ta Nguyén Binh Bao (Khoa 14, Trwdng V6 Bi Quéc Gia Viét Nam, Ba Lat) dang trach
nhiém bao vé Can ct hoa lwc Charlie, tinh Kontum nam 1972. Trung ta Nguyén Dinh Bao hy sinh ngay 12
thang 4 nam 1972 trén dinh Charlie.

Thiéu T4 Lé Van Mé, Tiéu Doan Pho Ién thay. Tiép theo, trong tran danh ngay 14 va 15 thang Tw ndm 1972,
Thiéu T4 John Duffy d4 bi thwong, nhwng 6ng tir chéi wu tién tan thwong. Ong quyét & lai chién dau véi linh
Nhay Du Viét Nam Coéng Hoa cho dén cuing. Cudi cuing vi tri quan Du bj tran ngap. Dwéi sw chi huy cia Thiéu
Ta Lé Van Mé va sw hwéng dan cta Duffy, phan linh DU con lai dén mot diém dé di tan bang trwc thang.

Sau 29 nam phuc vu trong quan ddi, Duffy tiég tuc co6 thanh cong khac. b6 la Vi tw cach la mot nha van va
nha tho, 6ng xuat ban 6 cudn sach va dwoc de ctr tranh giai Pulitzer. Tong Thong Biden néi: “Cam on Thiéu ta
Duffy vi tat ca nhing gi 6ng da lam dé truyén cam hing cho nhikng nguoi khac.”

Duw6i day la bai tho “The Commander's Burial” (Colonel Nguyen Dinh Bao) ctia 6ng viét vé sw chén cat voi

The Commander's Burial (Colonel Nguyen Dinh Bao)

We wrap him in a poncho,

Even his dismembered legs.

He knew that he was dying,

And he spoke his last words.

“Tell my wife | loved her true.

Tell my children to remember me.

Tell my paratroopers to never surrender.
You, my officers, one final salute.”

He lays in a shallow grave alone;

No bugles, no farewell rifle salute,

Only a few shovels of red earth.

His grave is marked with his helmet.

He fought bravely until the end.

He fought against heavy odds.

He has fought his last battle. With his glory, we leave him.

John J. Duffy
Bai cam dich ctia NMT:
Chén Véi Vi Chi Huy (Pai Ta Nguyén Binh Béo)

Thén Anh dat vao ponsod

May khuc chan gdy xép vé gon gang
Biét minh s chét dan dang

Tdre thi cdn dén chira chan méy 6i...
R&ng: “- Anh yéu em nhét doi —
Cac con cung qui ghi thoi cda cha —



Linh du hang gidc tranh xa —

Quan du: chao biét cda ta l1an nay” Ponso...
huyét can so sai Khdng keén,

khbng sung u hoai vay quanh

D&t dé ddm xéng |4p nhanh

C6 don nén sét: - ddu danh nhé chung

Cam phuc, Anh can ddm danh dén cung

Tiéu Poan kich chién trung tring bay ong

Anh vao tran cudi... thong dong...

Chao Anh vinh biét... huan cong ngém ngdi...!!

Nguyén Minh Thanh cdm djch *
L&i cha Thiéu Ta John J. Duffy:

“T6i khéng bé cac anh, nhiing chién hiru ding nghia nhat ma toi chura hé gdp trong ca doi chinh chién. Téi biét
ré, néu téi di dot dau thi chac khé hy vong cé may bay tré lai boc not cac anh.”

* Cam Khai clia ngudi bién soan:

Thiéu T4 John J. Duffy,

Thiéu T4 Duffy tuyét voi, that tuyét voi...
Liéu than & lai giup ban dudi troi cung dao
Pha&o gigc: né chup, né chdm ao ao...
Gigc di guom sing tran vao tan cong
Quan Du ta duc hiu xéng

Sau cung d3 thoat ra vong hiém nguy
Truee thang tiép ciu tice thi

Cém on Thiéu T4 Duffy

Cém on Thiéu T4 Duffy

Sa than ctru ban dang ghi anh hang...!!

Bay gio' Cugc Chién cao chung

Song le con lam trung trang kho dau

NUi séng... xwong trang mau dao...

Khan tang méy trang... troi cao ngam ngui...!!
Nguyén Minh Thanh (GA, 13 - 7 - 2022)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBDxS_M-xyY

